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PICTURE BOOKS

KEY SELLING POINTS

e Author and illustrator Marla
Lesage is a registered nurse
and the mother of two
young children learning to
adjust to wearing masks in
public.

o Features different types
of masks, including one
with a clear panel being
used by a character who
relies on reading lips to
communicate.

e Mandatory mask-wearing
laws are spreading across
Canada and the United
States.

We Wear Masks

Marla Lesage

Wearing a mask is about caring for others.

D uring the COVID-19 pandemic, many children have been introduced to wearing face
masks and seeing others in masks. Author and illustrator Marla Lesage normalizes
mask-wearing by introducing young readers to artists, ranchers, pilots, welders, scientists
and many more people who already wear masks in their day-to-day lives. This delightful,
rhyming picture book will help explain to children why wearing a mask is important as
we interact with others in our communities. Readers will learn that, when they put on
their mask, they are choosing to be kind and considerate of others.

We Wear Masks is a fun tool to help children make sense of this new reality and make
wearing masks less scary and more relatable. This book can be used as a conversation
starter about the pandemic, the spread of germs and viruses, and what families can do to
keep themselves and the people they care about safe.

MARLA LESAGE is a registered nurse who loves to tell stories, both real and imagined,
through urban sketching, painting, illustration and words. Her art can be found in
private collections in Canada, the United States and Australia, and her debut picture
book, Pirate Year Round, published in 2019. We Wear Masks was inspired by a trip
Marla took with her mask-wearing children to a petting zoo where they discovered
an excellent benefit to wearing masks, blocking out stinky smells! Marla lives near
Fredericton, New Brunswick.
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MARKETING AND PROMO

e Print and online advertising
campaigns

e Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences

e Extensive ARC distribution,
including NetGalley

¢ Blog and social media
promotion

e Qutreach in Orca newsletters



