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Vaccines have low risks and provide high benefits. These benefits are easy

to see when you look at the number of people who got sick from a particular
disease before and after a vaccine was available. Before the measles vaccine,
about 500,000 cases of the illness were reported each year. Within only a

few years of the measles vaccine becoming available in 1963, cases began

to decline. Recent data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
show that from 2010 to 2022, an average of 263 people had measles each
year in the United States.
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