
A boy and his mother fl ee the storm of family violence in their house and move from place to place in search of a 
stronger home. They carry their home in their heartbeats and rely on each other for support until they can return 
to where the journey started and create the strongest home of all with the help of their family and friends.
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Thes:
Family violence | Family changes | Intimate partner violence | Transitional 
housing | Leaving home | Cultural diversity | Trauma | Resilience | Healing

War-up Quesions:
1. What does home mean to you?

2. What do we need to be “safe”?
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Discussion Questions:
1. Why do you think there’s a storm in the mom and boy’s house?

2. Why do you think the mom and boy have to leave the house? 

3. Have you ever wondered why we can hear the sound of the ocean in a shell? Look 
up why this happens.
(Hint: The sound of crashing waves that you hear in a shell isn’t actually created by the 
ocean!)

4. When the boy in the story feels scared, he often snuggles into his mom’s arms. 
What do you do when you feel scared? What scares you? What comforts you?

5. The boy’s mother mentions that she grew up in East Asia. Can you find the cultural elements included in the 
book?

6. How do you think the boy and his mom build a stronger home?

7. What does “a stronger home” mean to you? 

8. This story uses a storm as an allegory/metaphor. Can you think of other metaphors that resonate with you 
about fear and safety?

Connect with authors Katrina Chen and Elaine Su
@KatrinaCHome | katrinachen.ca

@elainesoup | elainesu.com



Activities:
1. Draw your dream home. What are the most important things or people in your home? Is your current 
home your dream home? If not, what makes your dream home different from your current home?

2. Present your drawing and talk about your dream home with a partner or in a small group. What 
similarities and differences do you notice?

My dream home...


