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A small community
of characters, Moon
Creatures and crystals,
where it rains over
200 days of the year.

Powered by the moon, the crysidls
of Suefio Bay are thought io have
mysterious healing powers.

Our slory
follows four friends
as they discover just

how sirange their
island home really is.



CHAPTER SAMPLER

For Annie and Faye. Thanks for all your coloring help!
—M.D. and N.D.

Text copyright © Nancy Deas 2024
Ilustrations copyright © Mike Deas 2024

Published in Canada and the United States in 2024 by Orca Book Publishers.

orcabook.com

All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, Al training and similar technologies.
No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic
or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and retrieval system
now known or to be invented, without permission in writing from the publisher. The publisher expressly
prohibits the use of this work in connection with the development of any software program, including,

without limitation, training a machine learning or generative artificial intelligence (AI) system.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication
Title: Crystal Cave / Mike Deas and Nancy Deas.
Names: Deas, Mike, 1982- author, artist. | Deas, Nancy, author.
Series: Deas, Mike, 1982- Suefio Bay adventures ; 5.
Description: Series statement: Suefio Bay adventures ; 5
Identifiers: Canadiana (print) 2023056349X | Canadiana (ebook) 20230563503 |
ISBN 9781459837805 (softcover) | ISBN 9781459837812 (PDF)
Subjects: LCGFT: Graphic novels. | LCGFT: Action and adventure comics.
Classification: LCC PN6733.D43 C36 2024 | DDC j741.5/971—dc23

Library of Congress Control Number: 2023948866

Summary: In this graphic novel for early middle readers, a young boy and his friends set off on a

race against time to find a secret and powerful healing crystal when his grandfather becomes ill.

Orca Book Publishers is committed to reducing the consumption of nonrenewable resources in the
production of our books. We make every effort to use materials that support a sustainable future.

Orca Book Publishers gratefully acknowledges the support for its publishing programs provided
by the following agencies: the Government of Canada, the Canada Council for the Arts and the
Province of British Columbia through the BC Arts Council and the Book Publishing Tax Credit.

Cover and interior illustrations by Mike Deas
Design by Dahlia Yuen
Photos of Mike Deas and Nancy Deas by Billie Woods

Printed and bound in South Korea.

27 26 25 24 . 1 2 3 4









Cough,
cough!

Cough,
cough!



Cough,

cough!
Brooks?
You're not
looking so good.
Are you okay?
Grab yourself
a het chocolate.
Thatl help.
I'i’s Just We have one week lefi.
a tickle. T'm Wil you be ready?
strong as an ox.
T will take a hot
chocolate
though.

Ready? Sure.

But T think T'm

getting foo old
for this.



Way to0 old
for this...
and not the
only one.

Maybe it's
time we start
looking for our
replacements?

Humph. Twm AN right, you two.

ready. Let’s drop it.
We can’t
Who do trust anyone

else 1o do it! The

you have in Us! We cr
‘ % ystal cannot
mind? are fine! be removed. We
are the only ones
who know how 1o
profect it.
The island
could sink, for
all we know!
Calm
3
Oh, calm down! yca'gcs:!

We dont know what
would happen.



Althea, dear,
Grundle is right. We'll
be in better shape if

we stay calm.
Who
There're more has time
people coming here for cam?

than ever before, and 1
have many tests left o
run. The crysial could
be lifesaving! We can’t

let anyone find !

We all know the drill. Meet at
Forger’s. Everyone should be
dancing at the concert. So, nice
and quiet as usual. No one 1o
getf in our way.



Cough,
cough!
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CHAPTER ONE

super-Low
Tide
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Affer dll that rain
last night, today isn’t
half bad, eh, Conk?
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Would you look E b
at that! The tide e ver{,on? ih' een
is way oul. alking about this once

a-year, super-low tide.
Maybe shis is the
start of it.

T have
never seen
anything like this
before. T guess
T just missed it
last year.

Three days of no
ferries 'cause they cant
reach the dock. This'l
be interesting.
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T guess Td
better get back and
help Grampa finish

packing for the Suerio
Days flea market.
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Sounds like a chance
for everyone 1o sell Hmmm, maybe if's
their old junk. not all bad. T might find
a set of binoculars.

Grampa’s are
really good. But it'd be
nice o have my own.

You want a
freai?! Come on,
let's get moving.
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Conk!
Watch if!
Car!
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Oh man.
ABhed’s here?
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Treat?
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You betier beat i, T don’t know why Grampa
Conk. Tl spare you likes her. She’s such a know-
the introductions. it-all. Ugh, she’s always here.
And she wedrs way lo0
many skirts!

Hey,
why is the
truck packed
already?



Grampa?! Hello?
Where are you?

What...?!
What
happened?!
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He’s out here on the
deck, Olie.

Grampa
said we were
going 1o do this

fogether.
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Grampa! Are
you okay?
T'm fine.
Just tipped over. Brooks, did
Nothing to worry you black out?
about. You should see a
docior.
Blacked
out? A
docior?
Don't g0
making an ocean
out of a tide
pool, Althea.
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Did you
hit your head
again?
T'm fine.
T probably siood
up oo fast.
Wait,

he’s done this
before? And
hit his head?

You are definitely
getting a once-
over now.

You never iold me you'd
hit your head. You old
fool. You have 1o start
looking after yourself.
Some people are
counting on you.

You worry i00
wmuch. Better let
sleeping dogs lie.
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“Him” is gonna
get right back in his
chair and watch the
sun go down like T

What is do every day.
gonna happen T'm
lo him? gonna call
the medics.
Grampa, Just sit with him and make sure he
what do T doesn't iry 1o run away.

do?

Where would T
90 running 107

T'm nat going anywhere! You're
holding me hostage!

Hostage? Ha! T’
show you hostage!



The medics
won't be here
for a little while,
so we better get
comforiable.
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Conks, this
is scary. His
face was...gray.
Do you think he'll
be okay?



He has 1o What am

be okay. T going 1o do?
T don’t have
anyone else.
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Very early next morning...

Mr. Brooks, the
ambulance will be
meeting us at the dock in
Central Shores. Tt's about
a forty-minule crossing.
Hang in there.

T know ihe trip.

1 don’t know why

we're making all
this fuss.

Who's
fussing? You
need help. We've
dlready been
through this.
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Let’s get you over there See? Just a routine inspection.
and checked out. Deal with it. Every engine needs a Ts he
tune-up once in a while. going 1o be
okay?
Olie,
everything
will be fine. Like T hope
Ahhea said, “if's so.
routine.”
AN right,

Mr. Brooks, this tide
is doing all kinds of sirange
things 1o the currents. We
need 1o leave now while we
have the chance. Ollie, the
hospital will let you know
what is going on as soon
as they can.
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You'll be
fine, love.

Come a little
closer...0llie can't
hear this.
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...can’t miss
Keep the cave...need
your voice my new chart
down... measurements.
T see
fo il. Please
frust me.
What was that
about?
Oh, nathing.
te’s being a c;.arumP He looked
ecause he doesn’t etty serious...
want 1o go. pretly seriou

Huh?

AN
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Ohie,
best not 1o
ask 100 many
questions.

Come on. Lef’s get
some breakfast. We can
have some of my famous

stinging-netile pancakes with
homemade goat cheese.
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T usually
have toasi.

Boring!
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