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A small community 
of characters, Moon 

Creatures and crystals, 
where it rains over 

200 days of the year. 

Powered by the moon, the crystals 
of Sueño Bay are thought to have 

mysterious healing powers. 

Our story
follows four friends 
as they discover just 

how strange their 
island home really is. 
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For Annie and Faye. Thanks for all your coloring help!
—M.D. and N.D.
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PROLOGUE 
The Crystal 

Keepers
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Cough,
cough!

Cough,
cough!
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We have one week left. 
Will you be ready? 

Cough,
cough!

Brooks? 
You’re not 

looking so good. 
Are you okay?

It’s just 
a tickle. I’m 

strong as an ox. 
I will take a hot 

chocolate 
though.

Ready? Sure. 
But I think I’m 
getting too old 

for this.

Grab yourself 
a hot chocolate. 

That’ll help. 
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Way too old 
for this...

and not the 
only one. 

 Humph. I’m 
ready. 

All right, you two. 
Let’s drop it. 

Maybe it’s 
time we start 

looking for our 
replacements?

Who do 
you have in 

mind? 

We can’t 
trust anyone 

else to do it! The 
crystal cannot 

be removed. We 
are the only ones 
who know how to 

protect it. 

Calm 
yourself 
down!

Us! We 
are fine! 

The island 
could sink, for 
all we know!

Oh, calm down! 
We don’t know what 

would happen. 
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Althea, dear, 
Grundle is right. We’ll 
be in better shape if 

we stay calm. 

Who 
has time 
for calm? 

 We all know the drill. Meet at 
Forger’s. Everyone should be 

dancing at the concert. So, nice 
and quiet as usual. No one to 

get in our way. 

There’re more 
people coming here 

than ever before, and I 
have many tests left to 
run. The crystal could 
be lifesaving! We can’t 

let anyone find it!
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Cough,
cough!
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CHAPTER ONE
Super-Low 

Tide
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After all that rain
last night, today isn’t 
half bad, eh, Conk? 
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Would you look 
at that! The tide 

is way out.
Everyone’s been 

talking about this once-
a-year, super-low tide. 

Maybe this is the 
start of it. 

Three days of no 
ferries ’cause they can’t 
reach the dock. This’ll 

be interesting.

I have 
never seen 

anything like this 
before. I guess 
I just missed it 

last year. 
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I guess I’d
better get back and 
help Grampa finish 

packing for the Sueño 
Days flea market. 
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Hmmm, maybe it’s 
not all bad. I might find 

a set of binoculars. 

You want a 
treat?! Come on, 
let’s get moving.

Sounds like a chance 
for everyone to sell 

their old junk.

Grampa’s are 
really good. But it’d be 
nice to have my own.
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Conk! 
Watch it!  

Car!
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Oh man. 
Althea’s here?  

Treat?
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I don’t know why Grampa 
likes her. She’s such a know-
it-all. Ugh, she’s always here. 

And she wears way too 
many skirts!

You better beat it, 
Conk. I’ll spare you 
the introductions.

Hey, 
why is the 

truck packed 
already?
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Grampa?! Hello?
Where are you?

He’s out here on the 
deck, Ollie.

Grampa 
said we were 
going to do this 

together.

 What...?! 
What 

happened?! 
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I’m fine. 
Just tipped over. 
Nothing to worry 

about.

Brooks, did
 you black out? 
You should see a 

doctor.

Blacked 
out? A 
doctor?

Don’t go
making an ocean 

out of a tide 
pool, Althea. 

Grampa! Are 
you okay?
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I’m fine. 
I probably stood 

up too fast.

Did you 
hit your head 

again?

Wait, 
he’s done this 
before? And 
hit his head?

You worry too 
much. Better let 
sleeping dogs lie.

 You never told me you’d 
hit your head. You old 
fool. You have to start 
looking after yourself. 

Some people are 
counting on you.

You are definitely 
getting a once-

over now. 
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What is 
gonna happen 

to him?

‘‘Him’’ is gonna
 get right back in his 
chair and watch the 
sun go down like I 

do every day.
 I’m 

gonna call 
the medics.

Just sit with him and make sure he 
doesn’t try to run away.

Where would I 
go running to? 

Grampa, 
what do I 

do?

  I’m not going anywhere! You’re 
holding me hostage!

Hostage? Ha! I’ll 
show you hostage!
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The medics 
won’t be here 

for a little while, 
so we better get 

comfortable. 
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Conks, this 
is scary. His 

face was...gray. 
Do you think he’ll 

be okay? 
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He has to 
be okay. 

What am 
I going to do? 
I don’t have 
anyone else. 
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Who’s 
fussing? You 

need help. We’ve 
already been 
through this.

Mr. Brooks, the 
ambulance will be 

meeting us at the dock in 
Central Shores. It’s about 
a forty-minute crossing. 

Hang in there. 

I know the trip. 
I don’t know why 
we’re making all 

this fuss.

Very early next morning...
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Let’s get you over there 
and checked out. 

  See? Just a routine inspection. 
Deal with it. Every engine needs a 

tune-up once in a while.
Is he 

going to be 
okay?

Ollie, 
everything 

will be fine. Like 
Althea said, ‘‘it’s 

routine.’’

I hope 
so.

 All right, 
Mr. Brooks, this tide 

is doing all kinds of strange 
things to the currents. We 

need to leave now while we 
have the chance. Ollie, the 
hospital will let you know 
what is going on as soon 

as they can.
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You’ll be 
fine, love. 

 Come a little 
closer...Ollie can’t 

hear this.
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I’ll see 
to it. Please 
trust me.

...can’t miss 
the cave...need 
my new chart 
measurements.

What was that 
about?

Oh, nothing. 
He’s being a grump 
because he doesn’t 

want to go. 
 

 Huh?

He looked 
pretty serious... 

Keep 
your voice 

down...
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Come on. Let’s get 
some breakfast. We can 
have some of my famous 

stinging-nettle pancakes with 
homemade goat cheese. 

Ollie, 
best not to 

ask too many 
questions.
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I usually 
have toast. 

Boring!
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