Learning any language takes time and patience.

This book includes words from Hul'q'umi’num’ (hul-quh-MEE
num). Some of the sounds of this language may be new to
you, but please remember that proper pronunciation is not

is a glottal stop (a closing
of the space between your
vocal cords). You stop making
noise for just a moment, like
in the middle of uh-oh. At the
end of a word, " makes the
sound stop abruptly. When
combined with a consonant, ’

makes the sound “pop.”

is always soft like in think.

Hul'q’'umi’num’
hul-quh-MEE num

huy ch q'u

HAICH-quh

huy tseep q'u

hai-TSEP-quh

p’hwulhp

p-HWULH-p

q'uleeq’e’
quh-LEH-geh

gwiwilh
QWEE-wilh

is like the first sound
in which (for English speakers
who pronounce which and witch
differently). Round your lips as if
ready to whistle and place your
tongue as if you're going to say
k but with it not quite touching
the roof of your mouth, making

a whooshing sound.

is a single sound like at the

end of cats.

the language of author

Andrea Fritz's People

thank you (to one)

thank you (to many)

Garry oak tree

crow

wood duck

important for enjoying and learning from this story!

is like a combination

of [and sh. Hold your

tongue just behind your

teeth and push air past

the sides of your tongue,

making a hissing sound.

is like k but farther
back in the throat. g’
is the same but with a
catch in the throat that

makes the sound pop.

is a single sound like in the middle of the phrase

cut thin. Place your tongue against your teeth while making

a t sound. A catch in the throat makes the sound pop.

smun’eem
smun-EM

tseehw-tsus
TSEH-hw-tsus

ts’'uwtun
ts-OW-tun

tth'upsiathun’
tth-UP-see-AH-thun

‘uy’ skweyul
Al skey-ul

children of our community

branches hanging over water

helper, physically or spiritually

squirrel

good day, hello




