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Ayah has lived in a refugee camp her whole life, so when her teacher asks her what she wants to be when she grows 
up, she isn’t sure. Then she dreams of traveling the world on a swallow’s back and sees many places without war. 
Now she knows what she wants to be when she’s older: free, like the swallow.

Pre-reading Activities:
1.	 Discussion: Imagine growing up in a camp

•   Have you ever gone camping? Did you sleep in a tent? Do you like camping? 
•   What would it be like if you could never go back home, but had to stay in the campground all the time? Would 

you like it? Would you miss being home? What would you miss?
•   What if there was a big fence around the campground and you could never go outside the fence? You couldn’t 

visit anyone outside the fence and you couldn’t go anywhere else. How do you think you would feel?
•   What if you were born in the campground and you didn’t know anything about the world outside? Do you 

think you would wonder about what was outside? Would you want to leave the camp?

2.	 What is a refugee camp?
•   Show the students some images of refugee camps. Explain why some people have to live in them. Ask the 

students if they look different than the campgrounds they’ve camped at.

During Reading: 
1.	 Comprehension Questions

•   Why don’t Ayah and her mother have their own oven?
•   Why hasn’t Ayah ever met an engineer or a singer?
•   Why does Ayah hear the bird talking to her?
•   Why does Ayah think it’s dangerous to travel?
•   Do you think Ayah has ever seen oceans or mountains before? Why not?
•   What are bombs? In the city, why is no one looking at the sky for them?
•   Why is Ayah suddenly back at the camp?
•   What does Ayah mean when she says she wants to be a swallow?

2.	 Visual literacy
•  What do you think it’s like to live in this camp? How do people cook? Do children have toys? How do they get 

water? How does their classroom look different from yours?
•  What are some differences you see between the swallow’s summer and winter homes?
•  What happens when it rains in the camp? How is it different from winter where you are?
•  There’s a war in Ayah’s country outside the camp. What happened to people’s houses? Does the picture on 

pages 18 and 19 show why Ayah had to leave her home to live in the camp? What emotion do you feel looking 
at that picture?
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•  When the swallow takes Ayah to the big city, does it look like there’s a war there? Why not?
•  What emotion do you feel looking at the last picture of Ayah with the swallows?

Post-reading Activities:
1.	 Discussion 

•   Do you think Ayah will be able to leave the camp and live somewhere else? How do you think that could 
happen?

•   Are you a migratory swallow? Do you have more than one home? Do you sometimes travel to another home, 
maybe one where you were born or where your parents were born?

•  Imagine you have to live in a camp and can’t leave. What animal would you talk to, to find out what the world 
is like outside? What do you think it would tell you?

2.	 Art and writing
•   If you have more than one home country, draw a picture of your two homes. How are they different? If you 

only have one home, imagine a place you would like to live some of the time. Draw a picture of that place and 
show how it’s different from the place where you live.

•   Write a letter to Ayah describing where you live. Tell her what you’d like to be when you grow up.

3.	 STEM connection
•   Show students a map of the migratory route of barn swallows. Ask the students if they’ve ever been to any of 

the countries on that migratory route. What would they like to ask a swallow if they could talk to one?
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