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Johnny Maverick and Tom Morgan are in a race for the league’s goal-scoring trophy,
but one or two other things are getting in the way. Like a joke on the coach. And,

worse, the smelly socks of death..
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Teaching ldeas—Curriculum Connections

Prereading Ideas

Think about the word pride and what it means to Dale’s dad and Coach Smith. Can
someone’s sense of pride ever get in the way?

Classroom Discussion Questions

1. Tom gets Dale new hockey equipment. Why do Johnny and Stu stop Tom from
giving it to him?

2. Johnny’s dad wants to help Coach Smith build his garage. Why doesn’t Coach
Smith accept his help?

3. On page 52, Johnny’s dad says, “It’s nice to win a trophy, but it’s more important
how you win.” What do Tom and Johnny do to create a gracious win for their
team?

4. What is the difference between being a player that just scores goals and one that is
part of the team?
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