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Orca makes
great nonfiction!
Our amazing Footprints series is back with
Let’s Eat: Sustainable Food for a Hungry Planet
(page 38). And our latest addition to our Origins
series is Birthdays: Beyond Cake and Ice Cream
(page 41). For a slightly younger crowd, we are
pleased to be releasing the first of four books
from Ian McAllister and Nicholas Read aimed at
readers 5 to 8. These books feature Ian’s amazing
photography and the story of individual animals
that live in the Great Bear Rainforest (page 5).

Highlights

Spring 2017
So Many
Board Books!
These adorable new board books are sure to
catch the attention of babies and toddlers!
See pages 2 to 3.

Rapid Reads

Difficult Topics Made Easy

Explore the topics of divorce and separation
with Why Do Families Change? (page 6), the
latest in the bestselling Just Enough series.
Previous books are Where Do Babies Come
From?, What Happens When A Loved One Dies?
and What Makes Us Unique?

Helaine Becker’s new picture book is aptly titled
You Can Read. We love Mark Hoffmann’s quirky
illustrations. As well, we have new editions of
some well-loved classics. See pages 4 to 17.

Sometimes a quick, easy read is just what you need.
Experience the great storytelling of:
Ronald Tierney
Vicki Delany
Melodie Campbell
and many more
See page 53.

Remember customer service?
We do too! At Orca, a real live person
always answers the phone.
Got questions? Give us a call.

1-800-210-5277

Find us online!

the orca blog
orcabook.com/blog

Board Books
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion

March 14, 2017
9781459810709
$9.95 bb
7 x 7 28 pages
9781459810716 pdf
9781459810723 epub
ages 0–3

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

An African Alphabet

also by
eric walters

Eric Walters
Illustrated by Sue Todd

The animals of Africa, from aardvark to zebra.

A

n African Alphabet is a vibrant ABC book that introduces babies and toddlers to the unique
 variety of animals found in Africa. An alphabet for all ages, the stunning linocut artwork
brings an uncommon selection of critters to life in this lively concept book.
From aardvark to zebra and all that’s in between, little ones will love learning their alphabet
with these colorful creatures.

The Matatu
9781459812963 $10.95 pb
9781554693016 $19.95 hc
9781554693023 pdf
9781459806252 epub
ages 4–8

·
·

Recently named a member of the Order of Canada, Eric Walters began writing in 1993 as
a way to entice his grade-five students to be more interested in reading and writing. Eric has
published over ninety novels and picture books. He is a tireless presenter, speaking to over
100,000 students per year in schools across the country. He lives in Guelph, Ontario, and divides
his time between writing, school visits and running an organization that services the needs of
orphans in Kenya (www.creationofhope.com). For more information, visit www.ericwalters.net.
Sue Todd is an award-winning illustrator living in Toronto, Ontario. She is a graduate of the
Ontario College of Art, now ocadu. Sue began her career as a freelance designer in retail
advertising. For a more creative outlet, she took up linoleum carving, an ancient printmaking
technique similar to woodcut, and developed a unique style of art that led to a career in
illustration. Sue has created images for a wide range of clients, from advertising and corporate to
editorial and publishing. For more information, visit www.suetodd.com.
Keywords: toddlers, early learning, ABC primer, animals
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Board Books
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion

April 4, 2017
9781459810280
$9.95 bb
7 x 7 26 pages
9781459810297 pdf
9781459810303 epub
ages 0–3

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

More Than Balloons
Lorna Crozier
Illustrated by Rachelle Anne Miller

also by
lorna crozier

I love you more than balloons love the moon.

A

 ard-winning poet Lorna Crozier uses evocative rhyme, complemented by Rachelle Anne
w
 Miller’s whimsical imagery, to provide babies and toddlers with common concepts that
explain just how great love is.

Lorna Crozier has authored numerous books of poetry and received many awards for her
writing, including a Governor General's Award, the Canadian Authors Association Poetry
Award, the National Magazine Award (Gold Medal) and first prize in the National CBC Literary
Competition. An Officer of the Order of Canada, Crozier has read her poetry on every
continent except Antarctica, and in 2005 she recited a poem for Queen Elizabeth II as part of
Saskatchewan’s centennial celebration. This is Lorna’s third board book with Orca, following
So Many Babies (2015) and Lots of Kisses (2014). For more information, visit www.lornacrozier.ca.

So Many Babies
9781459808317 $9.95 bb
9781459808324 pdf
9781459808331 epub
ages 0–3

·

Rachelle Anne Miller is a mother of two adventurous boys and a sweet little girl and works
part time as an illustrator and designer. She studied at nscad University, where she earned her
Bachelor of Design in 2002. She worked as a graphic designer for several years before deciding
to venture out as a freelance illustrator. Rachelle’s art has been featured in various international
magazines and websites. For more information, visit www.rachelleannemiller.com.
Keywords: toddlers, early learning, rhyme, mother,father
Lots of Kisses
9781459807457 $9.95 bb
9781459807464 pdf
9781459807471 epub
ages 0–3

·

www.orcabook.com
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Picture Books
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion

February 28, 2017
9781459813243
$19.95 hc
8.75 x 10.75 32 pages
9781459813250 pdf
9781459813267 epub
ages 4–8

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

You Can Read
Helaine Becker
Illustrated by Mark Hoffmann

Books are awesome.
And so are the people who read them.

I

n this fun and funny celebration of literacy, kids of all ages will discover that the act of reading
is a daring adventure that can take you anywhere. You can read at the playground, under the
sea, at the opera and even in outer space. It turns out you can read everywhere! And when you
do, you open yourself up to a universe of adventure.
With light-hearted ribtickling verse, You Can Read is perfect for reading aloud.

Helaine Becker is the bestselling author of more than seventy books for children
and young adults, including the middle grade novel Dirk Daring, Secret Agent and its sequel,
Let Sleeping Dogs Lie: Dirk Daring, Secret Agent. She’s a multi-time winner of the Silver Birch Award
and a two-time winner of the Lane Anderson Award for Science Writing for Children; she has
received the Sydney Taylor Notable Book award and two Junior Library Guild nods. She
is also a certified pyrotechnician, so expect fireworks at any time. For more information,
visit www.helainebecker.com.
Mark Hoffmann is a freelance editorial illustrator, children’s-book illustrator, fine artist and
professor in the illustration department at Monserrat College of Art in Massachusetts. He lives with
his wife and son in the New England area. For more information, visit www.studiohoffmann.com.
Keywords: literacy, reading, humor, spelling, adventure
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Picture Books | Nonfiction
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion
• More information, available
at www.greatbearbooks.com

March 14, 2017
9781459812642
$19.95 hc
8.75 x 10.75 32 pages
9781459812659 pdf
9781459812666 epub
ages 5–8

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Wolf Island
Ian McAllister & Nicholas Read

Everything a wolf needs can be found on one small island.

also available

T

he Great Bear Rainforest is a majestic place full of tall trees, huge bears and endless schools
of salmon. Award-winning photographer and author Ian McAllister’s luminous photographs
illustrate the story of a lone wolf who swims to one of the small islands that dot the rainforest’s
coast. The island provides him with everything he needs—deer, salmon, fresh water—everything,
that is, but a mate. When a female wolf arrives on the island’s rocky shores, the two wolves start
a family and introduce their pups to the island’s bounty.
Ian McAllister is an award-winning photographer and author of six books, including The Salmon
Bears, The Sea Wolves and The Great Bear Sea (all with Nicholas Read). He is the founding director
of Pacific Wild, a Canadian nonprofit wildlife conservation group. Ian’s photo of a sea wolf was
among National Geographic’s top pictures of 2015. He and his wife, Karen, were named by Time
magazine as “environmental leaders of the 21st century” for their efforts to protect British
Columbia’s endangered rainforest. He lives with his family on an island in the heart of the Great
Bear Rainforest. For more information, visit www.pacificwild.org.
Nicholas Read is a journalism instructor at Langara College in Vancouver, British Columbia.
He collaborated with Ian McAllister on The Salmon Bears, The Sea Wolves and The Great Bear Sea
and wrote City Critters, about urban wildlife.
Keywords: animal stories, coastal animals, wilderness, nature photography, ravens, ocean, pups

The Great Bear Sea
9781459800199 $19.95 pb
9781459800205 pdf
9781459805217 epub
ages 8–14

·

The Salmon Bears
9781554692057 $18.95 pb
9781554692071 pdf
9781459805880 epub
ages 8–14

·

The Sea Wolves
9781554692064 $19.95 pb
9781554692088 pdf
9781459805897 epub
ages 8–14

·

www.orcabook.com
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Picture Books | Nonfiction
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion

March 21, 2017
9781459809512
$19.95 hc
8.5 x 8.5 32 pages
9781459809529 pdf
9781459809536 epub
ages 3–6

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Why Do Families Change?
Our First Talk About Separation and Divorce
Dr. Jillian Roberts
Illustrated by Cindy Revell

A reassuring and straightforward
explanation of separation and divorce.

www.justenoughseries.com

S

eparation and divorce are difficult on the entire family. Often young children blame themselves or are unsure of their place in the family if these events occur. Child psychologist
Dr. Jillian Roberts designed the Just Enough series to empower parents/caregivers to start
conversations with young ones about difficult or challenging subject matter.
Why Do Families Change? is part of the Just Enough series. Other topics in the series include
birth, death, and diversity. For more information, visit www.justenoughseries.com.
Dr. Jillian Roberts has been working with children for more than twenty years, first as
a primary schoolteacher, then as a child psychologist and an associate professor of educational psychology at the University of Victoria. She has published numerous scholarly articles
and given presentations around the world in the areas of educational and health psychology.
Jillian is a wife and mother of three children and lives in Victoria, British Columbia. For more
information, visit www.drjillianroberts.com. Follow her on Twitter @DrJillRoberts.
Cindy Revell has illustrated a number of picture books with Orca, including Clever Rachel,
Room Enough for Daisy and A Sack Full of Feathers. In 2001 Cindy was nominated for a Governor
General’s Award for children’s book illustration. She lives in Edmonton, Alberta. For more
information, visit www.cindyrevell.com. Follow her on Twitter @cindyrev.
Keywords: change, parents, children, family structure, family dynamics, custody, single parent
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Where do babies come from?

What makes people different?

When kids start asking What happens
when we die?
tough questions.

Why is our family
changing?

From child psychologist Dr. Jillian Roberts comes a new series to help
caregivers broach challenging or uncomfortable subjects with little ones.

Where Do Babies Come From?

Our First Talk About Birth

What Happens When
A Loved One Dies?

What Makes Us Unique?

Our First Talk About Diversity

Why Do Families Change?

Our First Talk About
Separation and Divorce

Our First Talk About Death

“This no-nonsense guide is here to save the day with
straightforward, age-appropriate information.”
—Booklist for Where Do Babies Come From?
“Kudos to Dr. Jillian Roberts for tackling a
serious issue in such an accessible way.”
—CM Magazine for What Happens When A Loved One Dies?

What happens to the person who has died?
Where does that person go?

There are lots of different ideas about what happens after death.
Many cultures believe that a person is made up of both a body
and a soul, and that the soul lives on even though the body is
no longer alive.

A baby comes from the mother’s womb, which is just below
the stomach. It provides a safe place for the baby to grow.

How does the baby start growing in the first place?

For ages 3-6
The world becomes a much more beautiful place
when we celebrate what we have in common.

And what makes us unique!

To find out more about the series visit www.justenoughseries.com
www.orcabook.com

www.orcabook.com
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Picture Books
marketing & promo

NEW in
paperback!

• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion

March 7, 2017
9781459813687
$10.95 pb with flaps
8.25 x 9 32 pages
9781459804739 pdf
9781459804746 epub
ages 4–8

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Waiting for the Whales

also by
sheryl mcfarlane

Sheryl McFarlane
Illustrated by Ron Lightburn

Reissue of a much-loved Orca classic.

I
Jessie’s Island
9781459810525

·

$10.95 pb
with flaps
9781459804715 pdf
9781459804722 epub
ages 4–8

n this timeless classic set on the West Coast, an old man lives alone on a bluff overlooking the
sea, tends his garden and waits. Only when the whales return each year to the bay in front of
his cottage is his loneliness eased. One day his daughter and her baby return home to live with
the old man, bringing a renewed sense of purpose to his life. As his granddaughter grows, the old
man passes on a wealth of knowledge and wisdom as well as his passion for the whales. And each
year they wait together for the whales to appear.
Waiting for the Whales illuminates the unique friendship between grandparent and child and
celebrates the restorative power of the natural world. Originally published twenty-five years ago,
this award-winning picture book is sure to enchant a whole new generation of readers.

Sheryl McFarlane is the author of several award-winning books for young readers.
A former teacher, Sheryl lives on Vancouver Island, British Columbia. For more information,
visit www.sherylmcfarlane.ca.
Ron Lightburn’s career as a children’s book illustrator was launched with his Governor
General’s Award-winning artwork for Waiting for the Whales in 1991. Since then he has illustrated numerous other bestselling picture books and has become internationally renowned
for his sensitive storytelling skills and range of illustration styles. For more information, visit
www.thelightburns.com.
Keywords: nature, environment, sea life, wild animals, grandparent, grandchild, family, generations
“Poetic and comforting.”—Kirkus Reviews
Governor General’s Literary Award winner
Amelia Frances Howard-Gibbon Illustrator’s Award winner
8
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Picture Books
NEW in
paperback!

NEW in
paperback!

Uncle Wally’s Old
Brown Shoe

Mooncakes
Loretta Seto
Illustrated by Renné Benoit

Wallace Edwards

Come share in the special celebration
of the Chinese Moon Festival.

An entertaining journey of hidden
surprises and delights.

U

n c le Wally’s Old Brown Shoe, inspired by the familiar
nursery rhyme The House that Jack Built, follows the
course of one very unusual shoe as it travels through a
fascinating, imaginative world to encounter an assortment
of quirky characters. All will delight in finding the whimsical
objects and hidden meanings in the layered, colorful artwork,
reminiscent of Wallace Edwards’s first book, Alphabeasts.
This is a new paperback edition of a beloved Orca title.
Wallace Edwards is a graduate of the Ontario College
of Art and an award-winning author and illustrator. He
finds visiting with students from kindergarten to grade six
especially enjoyable, where his presentations consist of
reading, discussions and drawing. For more information, visit
www.wallace-edwards-art.com.
Keywords: imagination, seek-and-find, nursery rhymes
“A delightful fantastical romp.”—Kirkus Reviews

A

lyrical story of a young girl who shares the special
celebration of the Chinese Moon Festival with her
parents. As they eat mooncakes, drink tea and watch the
night sky, Mama and Baba tell ancient tales of a magical tree,
the Jade Rabbit and one brave woman’s journey to eternal life.
This is a paperback edition of a beloved and bestselling
Orca title.
Loretta Seto is a fiction writer, screenwriter and playwright. She has been published in Ricepaper magazine and
the anthology Strike the Wok. She lives in Vancouver, British
Columbia. For more information, visit www.lorettaseto.com.
Renné Benoit is an award-winning illustrator of
many books for children, including Goodbye to Griffith
Street (Orca), which won the Christie Harris Illustrated
Children’s Literature Prize. Renné currently works out of
her home studio in St. Thomas, Ontario. For more information,
visit www.rennebenoit.ca.
Keywords: cultural celebrations, family traditions, Chang-E,
Wu-Gang

January 17, 2017
9781459813489
$10.95 pb with flaps
8.75 x 10.75 32 pages
9781459801554 pdf
9781459803206 epub
ages 4–8

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)
rights sold:
Korean – Awesome World

marketing & promo
• Print and online
advertising campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion

January 17, 2017
9781459814318
$10.95 pb with flaps
8.75 x 10.75 32 pages
9781459801080 pdf
9781459806276 epub
ages 4–8

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

marketing & promo
• Print and online
advertising campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion
www.orcabook.com
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Picture Books
marketing & promo

NEW in
paperback!

• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion

February 28, 2017
9781459815063
$6.95 pb
7 x 7 28 pages
9781459804685 pdf
9781459804692 epub
ages 2–5

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)
rights sold:
Korea – Daseossure Publishing
China – China Ocean Press

Sea Otter Pup
Victoria Miles
Illustrated by Elizabeth Gatt

Pup may be little, but he has big lessons to learn.

F

ollow along as Pup learns how to eat spiky sea urchins, somersault beneath the waves and
groom himself. He still needs a lot of help from Mother, but one day Pup will be old enough
to dive down below the waves and search for food on his own.
Accompanied by beautiful illustrations and set in the North Pacific, this heartwarming tale is
perfect for little ones who still have lots to learn themselves.
This new format is perfect for a preschooler’s small hands.

Victoria Miles is the author of numerous award-winning books for children, including Old Mother
Bear, which received a Henry Bergh Award from the American Society for the Protection of
Animals. Victoria lives in North Vancouver, British Columbia, with her husband and two daughters.
Elizabeth Gatt was born in London, England, and has an ma in graphic design from the Central
School of Art and Design. She worked for a number of years at the Natural History Museum
in London and began illustrating children’s books after her two children were born. In 1990 she
moved with her family to Vancouver Island. Her lifelong interest in and respect for wildlife is
evident in her detailed illustrations of animals. Elizabeth now lives in Burlington, Ontario.
Keywords: preschool readers, sea life, nature, animal families
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Picture Books
NEW in
paperback!

marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion

February 28, 2017
9781459815070
$6.95 pb
7 x 7 28 pages
9781554693610 pdf
9781554691944 epub
ages 2–5

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Alligator, Bear, Crab
A Baby’s ABC
Lesley Wynne Pechter

An ABC of colorful critters.

A

lligator, Bear, Crab is an ABC book for babies and toddlers alike that introduces the shapes
and sounds of the alphabet amid a colorful collection of critters. The bright colors and
playful images make for a unique picture book.
This new format is perfect for a preschooler’s small hands.
Lesley Wynne Pechter was born in England. She studied at Concordia University in
Montreal, where she received her bfa in graphic design. Lesley lives in Victoria, British Columbia,
where the sea and island weather are a constant source of inspiration. For more information,
visit www.lesleypechter.com.
Keywords: preschool readers, ABC primer, early learning, animals
“These dreamlike creatures alphabetically enchant.”—Kirkus Reviews

www.orcabook.com
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Picture Books
marketing & promo

NEW in
paperback!

• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion

February 28, 2017
9781459815056
$6.95 pb
7 x 7 28 pages
9781459807082 pdf
9781459807099 epub
ages 2–5

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

More Blueberries!

also by
susan musgrave and
esperança melo

Susan Musgrave
Illustrated by Esperança Melo

From playtime to bedtime, blueberries
make everything oh-so-sweet!

T

Love You More
9781459802407 $9.95 bb
9781459802414 pdf
9781459807136 epub
ages 0–3

·

hese young twins can’t get enough of their favorite snack, and they aren’t the only ones!
With playful rhyming text from award-winning poet Susan Musgrave and gorgeous
illustrations by Esperança Melo, this exuberant book will delight little ones and have everyone
happily shouting, “More blueberries!”
This new format is perfect for a preschooler’s small hands.
Susan Musgrave has been nominated for and has received awards in five different categories
of writing—poetry, fiction, nonfiction, personal essay and children’s writing—and for her work
as an editor. She has published over twenty-seven books. Susan lives on Haida Gwaii and teaches
poetry in the Optional-Residency mfa in Creative Writing Program at the University of British
Columbia. For more information, visit www.susanmusgrave.com.
Esperança Melo is a graduate of Sheridan College’s Animation Program and has completed an
honors degree in graphic design from George Brown College. She has illustrated and designed
several children’s books. Esperança was born in the Azores and now lives in Millbrook, Ontario.
For more information, visit www.esperancamelo.blogspot.ca.
Keywords: preschool readers, fruit, mealtime, bathtime, bedtime, playtime, parts of the body
“The sheer joyfulness of the text and the vibrant acrylic paintings (appropriately
smeared with bright blue) is infectious.”—School Library Journal
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Picture Books

Hand Over Hand

Where Will I Live?

Alma Fullerton
Illustrated by Renné Benoit

Rosemary McCarney

The Filipino villagers laughed. “Girls
can’t fish. Their place is on the shore!”

N

ina can’t convince her lolo to take her fishing with him.
Lolo’s reply is as always: “A boat is no place for a girl.”
When Nina promises to bait her own hook and remove
her own catch, her grandfather finally relents. Much to the
amusement of the other fishermen, Lolo shows Nina how to jig
the lines, set the hook and pull in a fish hand over hand. But no
one is laughing when Nina brings in the biggest fish of the day!

Alma Fullerton is the award-winning author of the
picture books A Good Trade, Community Soup and In a Cloud of
Dust. She wrote Hand Over Hand after a young girl during
a school visit asked her why there were so few children’s
books set in the Philippines. For more information, visit
www.almafullerton.com.
Renné Benoit works out of her home studio in Southern
Ontario. Her books have won the Silver Birch Express Award,
Christie Harris Illustrated Children’s Literature Prize, Ruth
and Sylvia Schwartz Award, and Foreword Magazine’s Book of
the Year Award.

What happens when home is suddenly gone?

T

his stunning photo essay takes a look at the thousands
of children around the world who have been forced
to flee war, terror, hunger and natural disasters, young
refugees on the move with very little left except questions.
It’s hard to imagine, but the images here will help unaffected
children understand not only what this must feel like, but
also how very lucky they are. The final message is that
children, even with uncertain futures, are resilient and can
face uncertainty with optimism. With images from the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
Rosemary McCarney is Canada’s ambassador to the
Office of the United Nations in Geneva. She is the author of
the internationally bestselling Every Day is Malala Day, Because
I am a Girl: I Can Change the World, The Way to School and the
Rosie the Red series.
Keywords: refugees, war, natural disaster, United Nations

Keywords: sexism, girls, grandparents, the Philippines, fishing

April 2017

9781772600155
$16.95 hc
8.5 x 8.5 24 pages
ages 5–8

·

second story press

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences

April 2017

9781772600285
$19.95 hc
11 x 8.5 24 pages
ages 5–9

·

second story press

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences
www.orcabook.com
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Picture Books

Whale Child

The Snow Knows

Caroll Simpson

Jennifer McGrath
Illustrated by Josée Bisaillon

Discover the mythical and natural world
of the Pacific coast of North America.

W

h ale Child tells the story of a little girl who is
separated from her family and village after a natural
disaster. Escaping the shoreline in a canoe, she is swept far
out to sea but discovers that she is not alone. A gray whale
is quietly guiding her to a secluded bay where many more
whales have gathered to welcome the new generation. Here,
the gray whale gives birth to a daughter, and when the baby
whale draws her first breath, she absorbs the spirit of the lost
little girl. As one, the whale and the girl find their way back
to the girl’s village and family.
Caroll Simpson is the author and illustrator of Coastal
Spirit Tales, an acclaimed series that celebrates and takes
inspiration from the art, mythology and environment of the
Pacific Northwest. Whale Child is the fifth book in this series,
which also includes Brothers of the Wolf, The Salmon Twins, The
First Mosquito and The First Beaver. For more information, visit
www.carollsimpson.blogspot.ca.

I

n this deceptively simple children’s picture book, a pair
of award-winning storytellers share the joys of winter.
A lyrical prose poem, The Snow Knows introduces readers of
all ages to animals both domestic (a tabby cat by the woodstove) and wild (a slinking lynx, a choir of coyotes), celebrating
wilderness and outdoor play.

Jennifer McGrath is a professional writer and awardwinning children’s author from Moncton, New Brunswick.
Her middle-grade adventure books, Chocolate River Rescue and
White Cave Escape, are popular with teachers and students
alike. For more information, visit www.jennifermcgrath.ca.
Josée Bisaillon’s illustrating can be found in children’s books,
magazines and newspapers. Josée lives just outside of Montreal,
Quebec. For more information, visit www.joseebisaillon.com.

Keywords: whales, migration, marine life, mythology, Native
American culture

Keywords: seasons, nature, winter, wildlife, hide-and-seek

January 2017

January 2017

9781772031355
$19.95 hc
10.25 x 8.25 32 pages
ages 5–8

·

heritage house
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This lyrical, whimsical, hide-and-seek picture
book explores the wild animals of winter.

www.orcabook.com

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences

9781771084413
$22.95 hc
10 x 9 32 pages
ages 3–8

·

nimbus

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences

Picture Books

A Harbour Seal
in Halifax

Abigail’s Wish
Gloria Ann Wesley
Illustrated by Richard Rudnicki

Doretta Groenendyk

A story set in the early years
of Birchtown, Nova Scotia.

T

he first children’s picture book set in historic Birchtown,
Nova Scotia, Abigail’s Wish is a window into the life of
a Black Loyalist family during the early years of the historic
colony. Through the eyes of young Abigail, this stunning collaboration between poet and novelist Gloria Ann Wesley and
award-winning illustrator Richard Rudnicki will teach young
readers about Black Loyalist life and the value of friendship
and patience.
Gloria Ann Wesley is a poet and novelist. Her book
Chasing Freedom was short-listed for the 2012 Ann Connor
Brimer Award for Children’s Literature.
Richard Rudnicki is the award-winning illustrator of Gracie
the Public Gardens Duck, I Spy a Bunny and Viola Desmond Won’t
Be Budged. For more information, visit www.richardrudnicki.com.
Keywords: pre-Confederation, Black Loyalist, Birchtown,
spring, friendship, patience

January 2017

9781771084390
$22.95 hc
8 x 10 32 pages
ages 5–9

·

nimbus

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences

The true story of a harbor seal’s
adventure in downtown Halifax.

O

ne snowy night in downtown Halifax, Nova Scotia, a
strange figure peeks out from behind a parked car.
A woman screams! So begins a lost harbor seal’s adventure
through the steep streets of the sleepy winter city. Soon
Constable and Officer are on the case, and if they work
together, they just might be able to help the harbor seal find
his way back home.
Celebrated children’s author and illustrator Doretta
Groenendyk brings the true story of Halifax’s famous winter
2015 flip-slippery visitor to life with colorful paintings and
simple text.
Doretta Groenendyk is a painter, writer and teacher.
Her books Snow for Christmas, Thank You for My Bed and I’m
Drawing a Picture have been short-listed for the Lillian Shepherd
Memorial Award for Illustration. For more information,
visit www.doretta-art.com.
Keywords: animals, marine life, seals, Halifax, winter, nature,
wildlife, law enforcement, safety

January 2017

9781771084147
$22.95 hc
8 x 10 32 pages
ages 4–9

·

nimbus

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences
www.orcabook.com
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Picture Books

On My Skis

On My Bike

Kari-Lynn Winter
Illustrated by Christina Leist

Kari-Lynn Winter
Illustrated by Christina Leist

A young child learns to ski
in Vancouver’s mountains.

Pedal along as a young
child learns to ride a bike.

S

et in the mountains overlooking Vancouver, British
Columbia, this under-five follow-up to the hugely
popular On My Walk features a very young child learning to ski.
An enchanting collaboration between Christina Leist and
Kari-Lynn Winters, this picture book will delight young children and parents alike.
Kari-Lynn Winters teaches education at Brock University
in Ontario. She has written many books for young children.
For more information, visit www.kariwinters.com.
Christina Leist lives in Vancouver, British Columbia,
where she works as a graphic designer. She has illustrated
many books for young people. For more information, visit
www.christinaleist.com.

et in Vancouver, British Columbia, this follow-up to the
successful On My Walk features a young child learning to
ride a bike.
Another delightful collaboration between Kari-Lynn
Winters and Christina Leist, On My Bike takes very young
children on a little journey around Vancouver. Whimsical and
strikingly original illustrations are set to Winter’s irresistibly
rhythmic story.
Kari-Lynn Winters teaches education at Brock University
in Ontario. She has written many books for young children.
For more information, visit www.kariwinters.com.

Keywords: skiing, winter, sports, learning, winter sports,
snow, Vancouver

Christina Leist lives in Vancouver, British Columbia,
where she works as a graphic designer. She has illustrated
many books for young people. For more information, visit
www.christinaleist.com.

February 2017

February 2017

9781926890036
$12.95 hc
7 x 5.75 26 pages
ages 2–5

·

tradewind
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marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences

Keywords: bike, biking, learning, Vancouver

9781926890135
$12.95 hc
7 x 5.75 26 pages
ages 2–5

·

tradewind

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences

Picture Books

When We
Were Alone

Boonoonoonous
Hair

David Alexander Robertson
Illustrated by Julie Flett

Olive Senior
Illustrated by Laura James

An exploration of a grandmother’s
childhood in a residential school.

Voluminous hair can be hard
to manage and difficult to love.

W

hen a young girl helps tend to her grandmother’s garden,
she begins to notice things that make her curious. Why
does her grandmother have long braided hair and beautifully
colored clothing? Why does she speak another language and
spend so much time with her family? As she asks her grandmother about these things, she is told about life in a residential
school a long time ago, where all of these things were taken
away. When We Were Alone is a story about a difficult time in
history and, ultimately, one of empowerment and strength.
David Alexander Robertson is the writer of several
graphic novels and the award-winning novel The Evolution of
Alice. For more information, visit www.darobertson.ca.

I

n this vibrant and exquisitely illustrated picture book,
written by Commonwealth Prize-winning JamaicanCanadian Olive Senior, and with pictures by the acclaimed
artist Laura James (the team that created Anna Carries Water),
a young girl learns to love her difficult-to-manage, voluminous
and boonoonoonous hair.

Olive Senior was born and brought up in Jamaica and
educated in Jamaica and Canada. She is the winner of many
awards, including the Commonwealth Prize and the Institute
of Jamaica’s Gold Medal for her poetry. She lives in Toronto,
Ontario. For more information, visit www.olivesenior.com.

Keywords: Indigenous, family, Canada, residential schools,
love, strength, empowerment

Laura James is an award-winning artist and self-taught
painter of Antiguan heritage. Working as a professional artist
and illustrator for many years, she is best known for her
illustrations for the Book of the Gospels lectionary published
by LTP Press. She was born in New York City, where she now
lives. For more information, visit www.laurajamesart.com.

March 2017

February 2017

Julie Flett is an award-winning Cree-Métis author, illustrator
and artist currently living in Vancouver, British Columbia. For
more information, visit www.julieflett.com.

9781553796732
$18.95 hc
8.25 x 7.5 24 pages
ages 4–8

·

highwater press

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences

Keywords: hair, self-esteem

9781926890074
$17.95 hc
10.25 x 9.5 32 pages
ages 4–8

·

tradewind

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences
www.orcabook.com
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The best books for your
emerging readers
• Engaging early chapter books with themes such as

humor, imagination, friendship and adventure.
• For ages 7 to 9
• Each book includes B&W interior illustrations

Wild Cards

• Accelerated reader selections available
• Lexile levels available

Jeff Szpirglas
Illustrated by Dave Whamond

• Free individual teachers’ guides online

Can a superhero solution
solve a super-big problem?

M

att loves Monster Zap cards. No, no, Matt LOVES Monster
Zap cards. He has Monster Zap toys, reads Monster Zap
books and wears Monster Zap underwear. Matt and his friends
like to trade the cards at school, as the schoolyard is so empty
and dirty, there isn’t much else for them to do at recess. But
when kids start acting wild and fighting over Monster Zap and
the cards are banned, Matt realizes that the school has big
problems, maybe even bigger problems than the fights the
cards caused. With the help of their teacher, and a superhero
in disguise, Matt and his classmates set out to save Monster
Zap and end up doing a lot more than that.
Jeff Szpirglas has written several award-nominated nonfiction books and two terrifying novels for middle-grade
readers. With his wife, Danielle Saint-Onge, he is the co-author
of the Orca Echoes Something’s Fishy and Messy Miranda. He
has twin children and two cats (the cats are not twins). In his
spare time, he teaches second grade.
Keywords: censorship, leadership, teamwork, card games,
problem solving, facing adversity

February 14, 2017

“Short chapters…with accessible text provide a
useful bridge between controlled vocabulary
readers and longer chapter books as well as
an effective read aloud opportunity.”

—The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

9781459812116
$6.95 pb
5.25 x 7.625 80 pages
9781459812123 pdf
9781459812130 epub

·

ages 7–9
world rights available
(ex – North America)

marketing & promo
• Print and online
advertising campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion

Orca Echoes
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion

March 28, 2017
9781459812017
$6.95 pb
5.25 x 7.625 80 pages
9781459812024 pdf
9781459812031 epub
ages 7–9

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Justine McKeen,
Thermostat Chat

also available

Sigmund Brouwer
Illustrated by Dave Whamond

Saving the rainforest one degree at a time!

J

ustine McKeen is on another mission, this time to rid homes and schools of energy vampires.
Justine and her friends, with the help of Principal Proctor, are working to reduce the energy
consumption of electronics that suck power from the school when they aren’t being used.
By cutting down on the miscellaneous electrical load of these electronics, the team is also saving
money, reducing greenhouse gas emissions and fighting global warming. Too bad they didn’t warn
Grandpa Blatzo before they started slaying the vampires!
Justine McKeen,Thermostat Chat is part of the Justine McKeen series featuring the Queen of Green.

Justine McKeen,
Bottle Throttle
9781459807310 $6.95 pb
9781459810419 pdf
978145910426 epub
ages 7–9

·

Sigmund Brouwer is the bestselling author of many books for children and young adults,
including the popular Justine McKeen, Queen of Green series. Justine McKeen, Thermostat Chat
is the eighth book in the series. Sigmund lives in Red Deer, Alberta, and Nashville, Tennessee.
For more information, visit www.sigmundbrouwer.com.
Keywords: environmental stewardship, climate change, student activism, sustainability,
conservation, teamwork
Justine McKeen vs.
the Queen of Mean
9781459803978 $6.95 pb
9781459803985 pdf
9781459803992 epub
ages 7–9

·

www.orcabook.com
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Middle Readers
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion
• Sample chapter sneak
preview campaign
• Series website and
sneak peeks at
www.tankandfizz.com

April 11, 2017
9781459812581
$9.95 pb
5.5 x 7.5 176 pages
9781459812598 pdf
9781459812604 epub
ages 8–11

·

Tank & Fizz

world rights available
(ex – North America)

The Case of the Missing Mage
Liam O’Donnell
Illustrated by Mike Deas

also available

Who is meddling with the magic?

A
Tank & Fizz: The Case of
the Battling Bots
9781459808133 $9.95 pb
9781459808140 pdf
9781459808157 epub
ages 8–11

·

Tank & Fizz: The Case of
the Slime Stampede
9781459808102 $9.95 pb
9781459808119 pdf
9781459808126 epub
ages 8–11

·
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s the eve of the great Wizards’ Summit approaches, wizards from all over Rockfall Mountain
descend on the school at Shadow Tower to refine their craft. When professors start disappearing, it’s up to magic-fearing monster sleuths Tank and Fizz to solve this spell-packed mystery.
Using their detective skills, a pinch of magic and a trickle of technology, the friends stumble into
a battle that’s been brewing for decades. And what starts as a simple missing-persons case turns
into a clash of light versus dark magic.
The Case of the Missing Mage is the third book in the Tank & Fizz series about two crimesolving monsters living under a mountain, following The Case of the Slime Stampede and The Case
of the Battling Bots. Stay tuned for book four, coming Spring 2018.
Liam O’Donnell is an award-winning children’s author, gamer and educator. He’s created over
thirty books for young readers, including the Max Finder Mystery and Graphic Guide Adventure
series of graphic novels. Liam lives in Toronto, Ontario, where he divides his time between the
computer and the coffeemaker. For more information, visit www.liamodonnell.com or follow him
on Twitter @liamodonnell.
Mike Deas is an author/illustrator of graphic novels, including Dalen and Gole and the
Graphic Guide Adventure series. While he grew up with a love of illustrative storytelling,
Capilano College’s Commercial Animation Program helped Mike fine-tune his drawing skills
and imagination. Mike and his wife, Nancy, currently live on Salt Spring Island, British Columbia.
For more information, visit www.deasillustration.com or follow him on Twitter @deasillos.

Keywords: goblins, trolls, sleuth, robots, technology, fantasy, dieselpunk, steampunk, cartoon
novel

Middle Readers
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Extensive ARC distribution,
including Goodreads
• Blog and social media
promotion
• Sample chapter sneak
preview campaign

March 14, 2017
9781459812192
$9.95 pb
5 x 7.5 192 pages
9781459812208 pdf
9781459812215 epub
ages 8–11

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Kings of the Court
Alison Hughes

also by
alison hughes

Once more unto the breach—or in this case,
the basketball court.

W

hen the Gladiators basketball team’s nasty coach gets turfed midseason, things couldn’t
possibly be worse. The team hasn’t won a game yet, and morale is at rock bottom. Sameer,
who announces the games and keeps score, and Vijay, the team mascot, have their hands full
keeping the team’s spirits up. When they get promoted to assistant coach and manager, can they
help a small, unathletic, Shakespeare-quoting drama teacher coach the team to victory, or at least
to dignity? Or will the courtside drama eclipse even the school play?
Alison Hughes writes for children of all ages, and looks forward to publishing her first young
adult novel in 2017. Alison’s highly acclaimed picture book Spare Dog Parts was followed up with
What Matters (Orca, September 2016). One of her other novels for middle readers, Lost in the
Backyard has been nominated for a number of awards, including the Silver Birch, the Diamond
Willow and the Hackmatack Children’s Choice Book Award.
Alison spent a lot of time in university studying English literature (a whole year of Shakespeare!)
and then law. She’s played and coached soccer, volleyball and basketball, and has spent countless
hours in school gyms, watching her son’s basketball team. Alison also volunteers at the Centre for
Family Literacy and does frequent presentations at schools, libraries and young-writer conferences.
She lives in Edmonton, Alberta, with her husband and three children. For more information, visit
www.alisonhughesbooks.com.
Keywords: compromise, diversity, teamwork, loyalty, competition, acceptance, acting, coaching

Lost in the Backyard
9781459807945 $9.95 pb
9781459807952 pdf
9781459807969 epub
ages 9–12

·

On a Scale from Idiot to
Complete Jerk
9781459804845 $9.95 pb
9781459804852 pdf
9781459804869 epub
ages 9–12
www.orcabook.com 21

·

Middle Readers
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Extensive ARC distribution,
including Goodreads
• Blog and social media
promotion
• Sample chapter sneak
preview campaign

February 21, 2017
9781459811171
$19.95 hc
5.5 x 8.25 312 pages
9781459811188 pdf
9781459811195 epub
ages 10–14

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Dominion
Shane Arbuthnott

What if the spirits aren’t dangerous after all?

M

olly grew up hearing the tales of Haviland Stout, her ancestor who discovered the
dangerous magical spirits that inhabit the far corners of the world. Now, on the edge of
the New World, in the British Dominion of Terra Nova, Molly and her family collect spirits aboard
their airship, the Legerdemain.
But when Molly captures a spirit that can speak and claims to have been Haviland’s friend,
her entire life is upended. What if everything she knows about the spirits, and her own history, is
a lie? In her hunt for the truth, Molly will have to challenge the most powerful company in Terra
Nova and find the courage to reshape her world. The story in this compelling fantasy novel will
be continued in Terra Nova due out in 2018.
Shane Arbuthnott grew up in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, and now lives in Guelph, Ontario, with
his family. When he is not writing, he can be seen chasing his three adventurous children, trying
to convince them to occasionally eat green things. His short fiction has previously appeared in
On Spec and Open Spaces. Dominion is his first novel about Molly Stout. The sequel will be
published in 2018. For more information, visit www.shanearbuthnott.com or follow him on
Twitter @SMArbuthnott.
Keywords: airships, family, rebellion, fantasy, female main character
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Middle Readers

Shu-Li and the
Magic Pear Tree

The Bermuda
Shipwreck

Paul Yee
Illustrated by Shaoli Wang

Eric Murphy
Being held at gunpoint would
ruin any family vacation.

A magic pear tree is an unexpected helper.

I

n this sequel to the popular Shu-Li chapter books Shu-Li
and Tamara and Shu-Li and Diego, celebrated author Paul
Yee brings young readers further adventures of Shu-Li, just
as she moves into her new home on Commercial Drive in
Vancouver, British Columbia. She has trouble adjusting to her
new neighborhood but finds surprising help from a “magic”
pear tree in the back garden.

Governor General’s Award-winning author Paul Yee was
born in Saskatchewan and raised in Chinatown in Vancouver,
British Columbia. He is one of Canada’s most celebrated
writers for young people. He lives in Toronto, Ontario. For
more information, visit www.paulyee.ca.
Born and raised in Qingdao, China, Shaoli Wang has won
great acclaim for her illustration and painting and has exhibited widely. She has collaborated with Paul Yee on numerous
books for Tradewind, including the bestselling Chinese Fairy Tale
Feasts. For more information, visit www.shaoliwang.com.

S

ailing, scuba diving and beautiful weather. It seems like a
great impromptu vacation for Will and his cousin Harley.
But the vacation turns into a battle with crooks who are
searching for a centuries-old treasure.
When Will and Harley arrive by yacht in Bermuda, they
find themselves forced at gunpoint to dive for a Civil War
blockade runner that is said to have sunk laden with gold. As
they try to foil the plans of the treasure seekers, the cousins
learn about the shipwreck, the Civil War blockades and
family history.
Eric Murphy is a writer, actor and experienced sailor. He is
the author of two previous novels, the sailing adventures The
Phantom’s Gold and The Dead Man’s Boot. For more information, visit www.eric-murphy.com.
Keywords: sailing, scuba diving, Civil War, treasure,
shipwrecks

Keywords: Vancouver, Commercial Drive, neighbors,
neighborhood, magic, pears, moving

February 2017

9781926890159
$8.95 pb
6 x 8.75 72 pages
ages 6–9

·

tradewind

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences

May 2017

9781770864795
$12.95 pb
8 x 5.375 196 pages
ages 11–13

·

dancing cat

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences
www.orcabook.com
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Middle Readers

A Month of Mondays

Cure for Wereduck

Joëlle Anthony

Dave Atkinson

Suze can’t help but be curious when
her mom comes back into her life.

Katie is an odd duck.

S

uze Tamaki’s life gets turned upside down when her
mother moves back to town after a ten-year absence.
Once Suze gets over her initial cynicism, she thinks it might
be cool to get to know her mom. But her sister, Tracie, is
determined to make Suze’s life a misery for even considering
it. At school, things aren’t much better, as one of her teachers
decides the way to cure her apathy about class is to move her
into Honors English, a development Suze finds both inspiring
and distressing. When she’s paired with straight-A student
Amanda on a civics project, she finds herself caring about
people’s expectations like she never has before.
Joëlle Anthony is a playwright, actress, writing teacher and
author of three novels for teens, Restoring Harmony, The Right
& the Real and Speed of Life. She enjoys teaching workshops to
writers of all ages and is the writer in residence at Gabriola
Elementary School in British Columbia, where she lives. For
more information, visit www.joëlleanthony.com.

W

hen the full moon arrives, the rest of her family turns
into wolves, but Katie turns into a happy wereduck.
Relatively happy, that is. Her family has been uprooted from
the wilds to a placid farming community, thanks to a fellow
werewolf selling them out to sleazy tabloid journalist Dirk
Bragg. When Katie discovers her great-great-grandmother’s
recipe “A Cure for Werewolf,” she can’t help but wonder: is it
really possible? Could she one day resist the call of the moon?
Could she be free from the constant threat of exposure?
Dave Atkinson is an award-winning freelance journalist,
columnist and broadcaster and the author of Wereduck,
nominated for a Hackmatack Children’s Choice Book Award.
For more information, visit www.daveatkinson.ca.
Keywords: werewolves, magic, wilderness, family, adventure,
friendship

Keywords: mother-daughter relationships, divorce, civic
lessons

March 2017

9781772600261
$10.95 pb
5.25 x 7.5 200 pages
ages 9–13

·

second story press
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marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences

January 2017

9781771084451
$12.95 pb
5 x 7.5 184 pages
ages 8–12

·

nimbus

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences

Middle Readers

The Griffin of
Darkwood

Stay
Katherine Lawrence

Becky Citra
Will’s on a mission to break a curse
and crack the family mystery.

W

ill Poppy has always been fascinated with the magic of
writing. But when his mother passes away, Will finds
himself stuck living with an aunt he hates, unable to write and
forced to move to a small town called Sparrowhawk.
Will feels a sense of dread about Sparrowhawk from the
beginning. That is, until he discovers the magic to be found.
What is the curse the villagers claim is on the castle, and what
does it have to do with a disappearance forty years ago? More
important, what’s the Griffin of Darkwood, and what does it
have to do with Will’s family?
Becky Citra is the author of over twenty award-winning
books for young readers. This is her first title with Coteau
Books. For more information, visit www.beckycitra.com.
Keywords: reading, writing, legends, myths, fables, death,
grief, castles, town, village, mystical

January 2017

9781550506914
$10.95 pb
5.5 x 8.5 184 pages
ages 8–12

·

coteau

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences

Millie’s closest confidant is
her dead twin brother.

M

illie is eleven, going on twelve, and tackling her toughest
problems yet as she struggles with changes to her
family. Her father moves out of the house and faces a cancer
diagnosis, and her mother moves on with a new boyfriend. To
cope, Millie distracts herself by speaking to her twin brother,
Billy (who died before he was born), and dreams of the day
she can convince her family to get a puppy.
A story in verse, Stay captures the essence of what it
means to grow up, confront our fears, support our families
and share in a wild optimism that only youth can harbor.

Katherine Lawrence is an award-winning poet and
previous Coteau Books author. This is her first children’s
book with Coteau.
Keywords: death, cancer, grief, loss, divorce, separation,
family, trauma, dogs, puppies, poetry, diary entries, change

May 2017

9781550506815
$9.95 pb
4.5 x 8.5 128 pages
ages 8–12

·

coteau

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences
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Middle Readers
marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences

January 2017
9781771084529
$17.95 pb
6.75 x 8.5 80 pages
ages 7–10

·

nimbus

L’nuk
The Mi’kmaq of Atlantic Canada

also by
theresa meuse

Theresa Meuse

A full-color children’s nonfiction book about
Atlantic Canada’s largest First Nations band.
The Sharing Circle
9781551094502 $11.95
ages 4–9

·

I

n L’nuk: The Mi’kmaq of Atlantic Canada, First Nations educator Theresa Meuse traces the
incredible lineage of today’s Mi’kmaq people, sharing the fascinating details behind their
customs, traditions and history. Discover the proper way to make Luski (Mi’kmaq bread), the
technique required for intricate quillwork and canoe building, what happens at a powwow and
how North America earned its Aboriginal name, Turtle Island.

Theresa Meuse is a First Nations educator and advisor. She is the author of The Sharing Circle.
Keywords: Native Canadian, Mi’kmaq, history, Luski, quillwork, Turtle Island, pow wow
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YA Fiction
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Extensive ARC distribution,
including Goodreads,
LibraryThing Early
Reviewers and the YALSA
YA Galley program
• Blog and social media
promotion
• Sample chapter sneak
preview campaign

January 17, 2017
9781459812529
$19.95 hc
5.5 x 8.25 208 pages
9781459812536 pdf
9781459812543 epub
ages 12+

·

Drawn Away

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Holly Bennett

Fairy tales can come true. And not in a good way.

O

n e minute Jack’s in math class. The next, he’s on a dark, cobblestoned, empty street. Empty,
that is, except for a skinny girl wrapped in a threadbare shawl. “Matches, mister?” she asks,
and just like that, Jack’s life collides with one of Hans Christian Andersen’s grimmest tales. And as
soon as he has almost convinced himself it was merely a weird dream, it happens again.
Suddenly, Jack’s ideas about what is “real” or “possible” no longer apply. While he and his
new girlfriend, Lucy, struggle to understand who or what the Match Girl is, they come to realize
they must also find a way to keep Jack away from her. The Match Girl is not just a sad, lonely soul;
she’s dangerous. And each time Jack is drawn into her gray, solitary world, she becomes stronger,
more alive…and more attached to Jack.
She wants to keep Jack for her very own, even if that means he will die.
Holly Bennett is the author of numerous young adult novels, all published by Orca. Her writing
draws from fantasy and mythology but is always grounded in the characters and relationships
in the stories. Holly worked for many years as an editor with Today’s Parent magazine and is now
the editor of Education Canada, as well as a freelance writer and editor. For more information,
visit www.hollybennett.ca.

also by
holly bennett
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9781459800403 epub
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The Most Dangerous Thing

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Leanne Lieberman

also by
leanne lieberman

Syd wonders where desire fits into depression.

S

Lauren Yanofsky Hates
the Holocaust
9781459801097 $12.95 pb
9781459801103 pdf
9781459801110 epub
ages 12+

·

ixteen-year-old Sydney hates to talk (or even think) about sex. She’s also fighting a secret
battle against depression, and she’s sure she’ll never have a boyfriend. When her classmate
Paul starts texting and sending her nature photos, she is caught off guard by his interest. Always
uncomfortable with any talk about sex, Sydney is shocked when her extroverted sister, Abby,
announces that she is going to put on The Vagina Monologues at school. Despite her discomfort,
Sydney starts to reexamine her relationship with her body, and with Paul. But her depression
worsens, and with the help of her friends, her family, a therapist and some medication, she
grapples with what she calls the most dangerous thing about sex: female desire.
Leanne Lieberman is the author of four acclaimed ya novels, including Gravity (a Sydney Tayor
Notable book) and Lauren Yanofsky Hates the Holocaust. Her adult fiction has been published in
Descant, Grain, The New Quarterly, The Antigonish Review and other magazines. Leanne lives
with her family in Kingston, Ontario, where she teaches elementary school (including sex ed).
For more information, visit www.leannelieberman.com.
Keywords: coming of age, female main character, anxiety, Judaism, friendship, grandfather,
Passover, cycling, therapy, sisters, shame, sex education
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Subject to Change

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Karen Nesbitt

Declan thinks he knows the truth, but does he?

D

eclan’s life in small-town Quebec is defined by his parents’ divorce, his older brother’s
delinquency and his own lackluster performance at school, which lands him with a tutor he
calls Little Miss Perfect. He likes his job at the local ice rink, and he has a couple of good buddies,
but his father’s five-year absence is a constant source of pain and anger. When he finds out the
truth about his parents’ divorce, he is forced to reconsider everything he has believed about his
family and himself.

Karen Nesbitt works as a school counselor at the senior campus of Westwood High School
and at Horizon High School near Montreal, Quebec, and teaches creative writing at the Thomas
More Institute in Montreal. The mother of two teenagers, Karen spends most of her days
immersed in teen culture and has been writing since she was a teenager herself. She lives with
her husband and children in Pierrefonds, Quebec. Subject to Change is Karen’s debut novel.
Keywords: friendship, high school, delinquency, alcohol abuse, brothers, the Holocaust,
homosexuality, homophobia, poverty, loyalty
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Blood on the Beach

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Sarah N. Harvey & Robin Stevenson

Eight teens stranded on an island
take matters into their own hands.

also available

E

The World Without Us
9781459806801 $12.95 pb
9781459806818 pdf
9781459806825 epub
ages 12+

·

ight teens are dropped off on a remote west-coast island for a week-long treatment program
called intro (Into Nature to Renew Ourselves). The story is told by two of them: Alice,
whose police-officer mother believes Alice might have a substance-abuse problem, and Caleb,
who assaulted his abusive stepfather. They are joined by six other miscreants and three staff:
a psychologist, a social worker and an ex-cop. On the first night, one of the girls disappears from
her cabin. There is a panicked search of the island, but she is nowhere to be found. The adults
seem oddly ineffectual in dealing with the crisis—and then the ex-cop gets sick and dies. The
radio has been sabotaged, and there is no way to call for help. When the social worker also
becomes ill, the kids decide to take matters into their own hands and track down the killer.
Sarah N. Harvey has written for both children and young adults. Some of her books have been
translated into Korean, German and Slovenian. She lives in Victoria, British Columbia, where she
works as a children’s-book editor. For more information, visit www.sarahnharvey.com.
Robin Stevenson is the author of twenty books for kids and teens. Her novels include
The World Without Us and The Summer We Saved the Bees, as well as the Silver Birch Award-winner
Record Breaker and the Governor General’s Award finalist A Thousand Shades of Blue. She lives in
Victoria, British Columbia. For more information, visit www.robinstevenson.com.
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Are You Seeing Me?

Capricious

Darren Groth

Gabrielle Prendergast

We cannot live in a world of one.

Time can’t be undone.
Mistakes can’t be unmade.

T

wins Justine and Perry have left their home in Australia
and embarked on the road trip of a lifetime in the Pacific
Northwest.
It’s been a year since their dad lost his battle with cancer and
Justine became the sole caregiver for her autistic brother, Perry.
The instability that has shaped their lives will not subside, and a
seismic event that Perry forewarned threatens to reduce their
worlds to rubble…
Originally from Brisbane, Australia, Darren Groth now
lives in Vancouver, British Columbia,. Are You Seeing Me? was
shortlisted for the Governor General’s Literary Award and
the Sheila Egoff Children’s Literature Prize. Darren’s new
YA novel will be published by Orca in Fall 2017. For more
information, visit www.darrengroth.com.
Keywords: autism spectrum disorder, different abilities,
sea monsters, orphans, earthquakes, Seattle, Washington,
Okanagan Lake, Vancouver, British Columbia, parents

March 7, 2017
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$14.95 pb
5 x 7.75 288 pages
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·

no rights available

marketing & promo
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• Extensive ARC
distribution

T

he first half of Ella’s eleventh-grade year went far worse
than she could have ever dreamed. But as summer
approaches, things are looking up. She’s back together with
her brooding boyfriend, Samir, although they both want to
keep that a secret. She’s best buddies with hockey hottie
David and is interested in making him boyfriend number two.
But managing two secret boyfriends proves harder than
Ella expected. Will she finally learn that self-serving actions
can have public consequences.
Gabrielle Prendergast is the author of the acclaimed
ya verse novel Audacious, as well as The Frail Days in the
Orca Limelights series and the middle-grade novel Pandas
on the Eastside. She lives in Vancouver, British Columbia,
with her husband and daughter. For more information, visit
www.angelhorn.com or www.versenovels.com.
Keywords: fidelity, trust, friendship, relationships, high-school
sweetheart, sex, family
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The Pain Eater

Breaking Faith

Beth Goobie

E. Graziani

How much longer can
Maddy keep the pain at bay?

All Faith wants is to be loved and to live
without the darkness of addiction.

N

ot one word about that night and what had been done
to her had ever passed Maddy Malone’s lips. She’d been
frantic to tell at first. But then had come the shame, and the
intimidation from the boys who raped her. Now it’s a new
school year, and Maddy hopes she can continue to hide,
keeping the memories at bay through self-inflicted small cuts
and cigarette burns. But when her English class is given the
assignment of writing a collaborative novel about a fifteenyear-old girl, The Pain Eater, fact and fiction begin to meet up.
One of the boys who attacked her is in her class, and he tries
to shape the story to his own ends. Maddy comes to realize
that, with support, this could be the means by which she takes
back control of her life.

Beth Goobie is the award-winning author of over twenty
novels, mainly for young adults, including The Lottery and Before
Wings. Her books feature outsiders, the bullied and victims
who fight back. She lives in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.

F

aith Emily Hansen narrates her life from age five to eighteen
in this gritty but often funny novel about family, mental
illness and addiction. All Faith wants is to be loved, to have a
stable home and to live without the darkness that led her to
heroin addiction and a life on the street. The story starts at the
end, as Faith appeals to other kids battling their own issues. She
tells them that there is hope and that she herself was pulled
back from her ledge by an unlikely champion: the sister who
drove her to the streets in the first place.

E. Graziani is a teacher and the author of four novels,
including War in My Town. She wrote Breaking Faith to inspire
readers to think about what street kids might have gone
through in their lives to get them to the point of living on the
streets. She lives in Ontario, Canada. For more information,
visit www.egraziani1.wix.com/egrazianiauthor.
Keywords: street kids, drug addiction, heroin, mental illness,
sisters

Keywords: rape, self-harm, bullying, harassment, creative writing
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Saying Good-bye
to London

Undiscovered
Country

Julie Burtinshaw

Jennifer Gold

How do you say goodbye to your baby after
you just said hello to first love?

Cat gets more than she bargained
for on a trip to South America.

F

I

Julie Burtinshaw is an award-winning author of six books,
five of them novels for young adults: The Darkness Between
the Stars, The Perfect Cut, The Freedom of Jenny, Adrift and Dead
Reckoning. She teaches writers’ workshops in high schools
across Canada and lives in Vancouver, British Columbia.
For more information, visit www.burtinshaw.wordpress.com.

Jennifer Gold is a lawyer and mother of two and the
author of the ya historical fiction book Soldier Doll. A history
buff, she also has degrees in psychology, law and public health.
She lives in Toronto, Ontario. For more information, visit
www.jennifergold.ca.

rancis Sloan is a shy fifteen-year-old boy. When he meets
edgy sixteen-year-old Sawyer, sparks fly…and Sawyer
becomes pregnant. Their relationship is still so fresh and
new, they decide they will put the baby up for adoption. As
the story unfolds over the nine months they wait for their
baby, London, to be born, Francis and Sawyer grapple with
the responsibility of becoming parents and the accelerated
path to adulthood they now find themselves on. With the
absence of their own fathers in their lives and the evergreen
challenges of first love, will they even make it together to the
point where they have to say goodbye to London?

n the aftermath of her mother’s death, Cat recklessly defers
her admission to Stanford and joins Students Without
Boundaries. She is sent to the South American city of Calante,
torn apart by a recent civil war. There she meets Margo, a
sophisticated urbanite out to pad her resume for medical
school, and Taylor, heir to a hotel fortune and hoping to
redeem himself after a failed freshman year at college. She also
meets Rafael, a local boy battling his own grief and demons,
desperate to be the savior he thinks his country needs. As her
relationship with Rafael deepens, Cat is no longer sure what
she wants or what is right and wrong.

Keywords: cancer, death, grieving, voluntourism

Keywords: teen pregnancy, adoption, grieving, fatherhood
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When Morning
Comes

Black Water Rising
Robert Rayner

Arushi Raina

The river’s rising, and Stanton
has to choose sides.

W

hen heavy November rains threaten to flood the small
town of Black River, New Brunswick, the community
calls on the hydroelectric company to open the gates of its
dam and drop the water level. But local management has been
overruled by its parent company and ordered to keep it closed.
Seventeen-year-old Stanton Frame is caught in the middle.
His father is manager at the local dam, but his girlfriend, Jessica,
has joined an environmental group that is worried about the
threat of the dam flooding Black River.
Suspenseful and authentic, celebrated ya author Robert
Rayner’s new novel combines activism, love and mystery.
Robert Rayner’s books have been short-listed for the
Ann Connor Brimer Award for Children’s Literature and
the Hackmatack Children’s Choice Book Award. For more
information, visit www.raggedbeliever.wordpress.com.
Keywords: environment, politics, government, flood, activism,
dam, protest
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Romeo and Juliet across the color lines.

I

t’s 1976 in South Africa, and four young people are living
in Johannesburg and its black township, Soweto. Zanele is
a black female student organizer; Meena, a South Asian girl
working at her father’s shop; Jack, an Oxford-bound white
student; and Thabo, a teen-gang member, or tsotsi. Alternating
from the four characters' points of view, this book explores
the roots of the Soweto Uprising and the edifice of apartheid
in a South Africa about to explode.
Introducing readers to a remarkable young literary talent,
When Morning Comes offers an impeccably researched and
vivid snapshot of South African society on the eve of the
uprising that changed it forever.

Arushi Raina grew up in South Africa. She now lives
and works in Vancouver, British Columbia. This is her first
published book.
Keywords: South Africa, apartheid, love, race, racism, tsotsi,
Johannesburg, Soweto, police, murder, violence, township,
students, university
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The Darkhouse

Adele's Garden

Barbara Radecki

Linda Amyot
Translated by Norman Cornett

Gemma didn’t know that she was one
of her father's science experiments.

F

ifteen-year-old Gemma thinks her life on a small East
Coast island with her father, Jonah, is not an exciting
one. Her mother ran off when she was an infant, and Jonah,
an amateur scientist, spends most of his time conducting
experiments he thinks will one day bring him fame.
But then Gemma learns of a sinister experiment Jonah
plans for an island newcomer. And just when she thinks she’s
learned the darkest secret there is, Gemma discovers that
her “father” may, in fact, be her kidnapper…and responsible
for the death of the twin sister she never knew she had.

Barbara Radecki is a screenwriter and a film and television
actress. The Darkhouse is her debut novel.
Keywords: thriller, mystery, science fiction, child abduction,
coming of age

A poetic, resonating look at the strength of
love as two women’s lives entwine.

W

istful and profoundly intimate, Adele's Garden delves
into the friendship between a teenage girl (Elaine) and
an elderly woman (Adele) who lives in an elegant old house
with a beautiful garden. They have an immediate affinity for
one another. In a continuing series of regular visits, Elaine tells
Adele about her family, friends and particularly about the boy at
school on whom she has a crush. Elaine’s confusion about the
appearance of love in her life sparks Adele to reflect on the one
great love of her life, bringing Adele and Elaine closer in ways
neither expected.
Linda Amyot’s original French work, Le jardin d’Amsterdam,
won the Prix du livre jeunesse des bibliothèques de Montréal
(fr) and the Governor General’s Award for French-language
children’s literature.
Keywords: romance, Montreal, love, loss, World War II,
separation, family, friends, garden

May 2017
9781770864788
$14.95 pb
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Will I See?

Fire Starters

David Alexander Robertson

Jen Storm
Illustrated by Scott B. Henderson

Based on the story by Iskwé and Erin Leslie

Illustrated by GMB Chomichuk
May hopes her ancestors’ strength
will be enough to save her.

M

ay, a young teenage girl, traverses the city streets, finding
keepsakes in different places along her journey. When
May and her kookum make these keepsakes into a necklace, it
opens a world of danger and fantasy. While May fights against
a terrible reality, she learns that there is strength in the spirit
of those who have passed. But will that strength be able to
save her? A story of tragedy and beauty, Will I See? illuminates
the issue of missing and murdered Indigenous women.

David Alexander Robertson is the writer of several
graphic novels and the award-winning novel The Evolution of
Alice. For more information, visit www.darobertson.ca.
GMB Chomichuk is the writer and illustrator of
wonderfully strange books for adults like The Imagination
Manifesto, Infinitum and Midnight City. For more information,
visit www.comicalchemy.blogspot.ca.

Ron and Ben’s old life just went up in flames.

L

ooking for a little mischief after finding an old flare gun,
Ron and Ben find themselves in trouble when the local
gas bar on Agamiing Reserve goes up in flames, and they are
wrongly accused of arson by the sheriff’s son. As the investigation goes forward, community attitudes are revealed, and the
truth slowly comes to light.

Jen Storm is an Ojibway writer from the Couchiching
First Nation in Northwestern Ontario. Born and raised in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Jennifer completed Deadly Loyalties, her
first novel, at age fourteen.
Scott B. Henderson is the author and illustrator of
a sci-fi/fantasy comic and illustrator of several graphic
novels for young adults. For more information, visit
www.scotthendersonart.wordpress.com.
Keywords: Indigenous, community, arson, reserve, truth,
graphic novel

Keywords: Indigenous, graphic novel, missing and murdered
Indigenous women
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What makes Orca’s
nonfiction different?
Whether the topic is sustainability, cultural celebrations
or activism for kids, our books are

passion projects.

Written by enthusiastic authors who are keen to share their
experiences, research and life’s work with young readers,
Orca’s nonfiction is ready to make a splash!

Orca Footprints
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• More information, available
at www.orcafootprints.com

February 7, 2017
9781459809390
$19.95 hc
8 x 9.5 48 pages
9781459809406 pdf
9781459809413 epub
ages 8–12

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Let’s Eat!
Sustainable Food for a Hungry Planet

also available

Kimberley Veness

What would your groceries say if they could talk?

A
Pocket Change
9781459809666 $19.95 hc
9781459809673 pdf
9781459809680 epub
ages 8–12

·

ll the food you eat, whether it’s an apple or a steak or a chocolate-coated cricket, has a story.
Let’s Eat uncovers the secret lives of our groceries, exploring alternative—and sometimes
bizarre—farm technology and touring gardens up high on corporate rooftops and down low in
military-style bunkers beneath city streets.
Packed with interesting and sometimes startling facts on agriculture around the world,
Let’s Eat reveals everything from the size of the biggest farm in the world to how many pesticides
are in a single grape.

Kimberley Veness spent four years of her childhood on a ninety-acre farm in Saskatchewan,
and many years later the smell of manure still brings her back to those crisp autumn mornings spent mucking out the barn with her mom. She didn’t know it then, but she had fallen in
love with farming—the land, the animals and the food. Kimberley lives in Adams Lake, British
Columbia, with her partner and two children. Let’s Eat is her first book. For more information,
visit www.kimberleybveness.com.
Keywords: locavore, organic, green living, eat local, food, deserts, monoculture, urban farms,
bees, groceries, diversity, hydroponics, permaculture
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Down To Earth
How Kids Help Feed the World

also by
nikki tate

Nikki Tate

Fun facts, fresh off the farm.

K

ids all over the world help collect seeds, weed gardens, milk goats and herd ducks. From a
balcony garden with pots of lettuce to a farm with hundreds of cows, kids can pitch in to
bring the best and freshest products to their families’ tables—and to market. Loaded with accessible information about the many facets of farming, Down to Earth takes a close look at everything
from what an egg carton tells you to why genetic diversity matters—even to kids.

Born in England, Nikki Tate traveled the world with her family before eventually settling in
Canada. The author of more than two dozen books and hundreds of magazine and newspaper
articles, Tate lives on a small farm on Vancouver Island. Tate also performs as a storyteller,
spoken-word artist, audiobook narrator and occasional contributor to CBC Radio. She has
always loved climbing trees and building tree forts. For more information, visit www.nikkitate.com.

Deep Roots
9781459805828 $19.95 hc
9781459805835 pdf
9781459807426 epub
ages 8–12

·

Keywords: agriculture, sustainability, farm animals, birds, farm-to-table
“An inviting choice for informing and inspiring curious readers and world citizens.”
—School Library Journal

At Work
On The Farm

Organic

Turkeys, ostriches, emus and even chickens are all good-sized
birds that provide many pounds of delicious meat. Pigeons, on
the other hand, are much smaller, but they also can be raised to
eat. They can be kept in much smaller spaces than their larger
relatives and are sometimes found in rooftop coops right in the
middle of the city.

What do egg carton labels tell us?
Next time you are shopping for eggs, have a close look at the
labels on the cartons. What do they mean, anyway? Eggs from
conventional, large-scale poultry farms are laid by hens that live
in small cages (called battery cages) inside huge enclosed buildings. Thousands of chickens live in close quarters and are fed
carefully designed feeds that provide all their nutritional needs
but might also include medications, supplements or genetically
modified grains.

Free Range
Free-range eggs come from chickens that must have access to
the outdoors, though they don’t necessarily receive organic food
or have the chance to roam over large areas to find their own
food. Pasture-raised birds eat grass, bugs and other goodies they
find for themselves and generally receive supplementary feed,
which may or may not be organically produced.
Sadly, even though consumers like the idea of supporting
farmers who raise chickens in the most humane way possible,
there are no official standards for the words used on egg
cartons, and therefore no real way to verify whether statements
made on labels actually reflect conditions on farms.
So how do you know just what kind of life the chicken that
laid the eggs your family ate for breakfast has led? The best
way to find out is to visit the farm your eggs come from. Or get
to know the farmer who brings the eggs to the local farmers’
market. Of course, if your city permits backyard coops, you can
keep a few hens and let them produce eggs for your family.

Riddle: Why was the sheep arrested on the freeway?
Answer: For doing an illegal ewe-turn.

Eggs labeled Organic come from chickens that must eat feed free
of antibiotics, chemical pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers and
genetically modified grains. Organically raised chickens must
be uncaged and have access to an outdoor run. The law does
not require the run to contain any grass or bugs, and if many
chickens use a smallish outdoor area, it doesn’t take long for
them to turn it into a barren patch of dirt.

Pigeons

·

chapter four

Animal Welfare Approved
This designation is given to family farms that raise chickens
in the most humane manner possible. Farms participating in
this program must raise their chickens outdoors on pasture and
follow strict rules regarding space, housing, feed, medication
and handling. Farms must agree to be inspected.

This rooftop pigeon coop is located in New
York City. Some pigeons are raised for meat,
others for racing and still others as fancy
show birds. S T É P H A N E M I S S I E R

Take Shelter
9781459807426 $19.95 hc
9781459807433 pdf
9781459807440 epub
ages 8–12

Would you buy eggs labeled like this?
What does the phrase “from happy birds”
mean to you? What other information
would you like to see on this label?
DA N I E L L E TAT E-S T R AT TO N

This young border collie practices herding skills
on a group of ducks. SALLY WALLIS/DRE AMSTIME.COM

F

arm animals don’t just provide food and other useful
products like wool. They also work hard to keep farms
running. Children, too, are responsible for many of the
jobs that need to be done around the farm. Sometimes, animals
and children work together to help get everything done.

Dogs—Not Just Pets

FOOD FACT: Chicken and
turkey are two commonly eaten
kinds of poultry, but specialty
farms also raise ducks, geese,
guinea fowl, pheasants, ostrich,
emu, quail and peacocks for the
dinner table.

On some farms, well-trained herding dogs help farmers manage
even very large flocks. The shepherd communicates with the
dogs using a series of whistles and voice commands.
Dogs are also used on farms to protect livestock. Some
breeds live out in the fields with the animals they protect.

Guardian Geese
The Karakachan dog is an ancient breed still
used today to guard livestock in Bulgaria.

A barking dog is probably the first thing you think of when you
consider what kinds of animals could guard a farm. But dogs aren’t
the only ones who will raise a ruckus and chase off an intruder.

A guard goose is more intimidating than you might think! T E R RY

Donkeys and llamas will also fiercely defend other members
of the flock, even when the flock is made up of sheep, pigs or
goats. And believe it or not, geese are excellent at patrolling the
farm. They not only make noise when a stranger sets foot on
the property but will also chase and peck at people they don’t
know. A hard goose bite feels like a sharp punch and can leave
quite a bruise.
For the families who own them, geese are friendly birds that
do a great job of keeping pests like slugs under control. Some
farms and wineries use geese as pest controllers on a large scale.
Geese also lay tasty eggs, provide lovely soft feathers—their
fine, downy under-feathers were once commonly used to stuff
pillows and comforters—and make delicious roast dinners for
special occasions.

J OYC E

Handy helpers, geese control pests, eat grass
and chase intruders. CO U R T E S Y O F T H E CO R T E S D E
C I M A W I N E RY
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Explore Diversity
with the Orca Origins

Award-winning authors dig deep into the cultures that shaped them as they connect
with and explain traditions that have nourished and supported people for centuries. Rich
personal stories, carefully-researched history, gorgeous photos (and some delicious recipes),
the Orca Origins provide vital connections to the magnificent diversity of our modern world.
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Coming Soon
Ramadan
Ausma Zehanat Khan

Christmas

Nikki Tate and
Dani Tate-Stratton

www.orcaorigins.com

Orca Origins
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
• Blog and social media
promotion
• More information, available
at www.orcaorigins.com

March 7, 2017
9781459812970
$24.95 hc
7.5 x 9 80 pages
9781459812987 pdf
9781459812994 epub
ages 9–12
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world rights available
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Birthdays
Beyond Cake and Ice Cream
Nikki Tate & Dani Tate-Stratton

also available

How will you celebrate the start of your next year on Earth?

I

nspired by memories of fantastic family birthday parties, mother-and-daughter team Nikki Tate
and Dani Tate-Stratton researched the history of birthdays in order to answer such questions
as, how much does where you grow up influence the way you celebrate getting a year older?
Have people always celebrated birthdays? The more they investigated, the more they realized that
there’s a lot more to birthdays than cake, presents, a few games and perhaps a goody bag. They
discovered there are as many ways to observe birthdays as there are places in which to do it.

Nikki Tate is the author of more than thirty books, most of which are for children and teenagers. She splits her time between Canmore, Alberta, and Victoria, British Columbia, so that
she can indulge two of her passions: climbing and sailing. Born in England, Nikki has traveled
all over the world and spent time in Australia, the Caribbean, Europe, Iceland, Canada, the US
and Japan. The two constants in her life have been travel and reading. For more information,
visit www.nikkitate.com.
Dani Tate-Stratton was born on Salt Spring Island and set off on her first journey when she
was just a toddler. After living in Florida, Toronto, Tokyo and Vancouver, she is back in Victoria,
British Columbia, where she now works as a graphic designer, writer and editor and also keeps
pretty busy with skog, a company she and her husband started that makes cool things out of
wood. She owns an old Greyhound bus that’s slowly becoming a home, and while she waits for
the house on wheels to be ready, she travels as much as possible. This is her second collaboration on a book with her mom. The first was Take Shelter, in the Orca Footprints series. For more
information, visit www.danitatestratton.com.

Diwali
9781459810075 $24.95 hc
9781459810082 pdf
9781459810099 epub
ages 9–12

·

Passover
9781459809901 $24.95 hc
9781459809918 pdf
9781459809925 epub
ages 9–12

·

Keywords: history, food, ceremonies, family traditions, recipes, gifts, games, growing up, elders,
grandparents
www.orcabook.com
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best books

The
for your Struggling readers
Like any bestseller, every novel for reluctant readers begins its life as a creative
spark in a talented writer. Our editors work closely with writers, mindful not only
of meeting the technical requirements of the reluctant-reader audience, but also
of the need for a good story, well told. And readers recognize this. They may
not realize what they are responding to, but we have seen time and time
again that reluctant readers return to the shelf for Orca stories.

Short, high-interest novels
for ages 10 to 14
•
•
•
•
•

Reading levels from grade 2.0 to 5.0
112–144 pages each
Accelerated Reader selections
Lexile levels available
Free individual teachers’ guides online

high-interest sports action
for ages 10+
• Reading levels from grade 2.0 to 4.5
• 144–192 pages each
• Accelerated Reader selections
• Lexile levels available
• Free individual teachers’ guides online

Orca Currents Collection

9781554692590 • $805.95
collection of 81 paperbacks
ages 10–14

Orca Sports Collection

9781554692583 • $427.85
collection of 43 paperbacks
ages 10+

compelling novels about
the performing arts
• Reading levels from grade 3.5 to 6.5
• 128–168 pages each
• Accelerated Reader selections
• Lexile levels available

Contemporary, compelling
stories for ages 12+
• Reading levels from grade 2.0 to 4.5
• 112–168 pages each
• Accelerated Reader selections
• Lexile levels available
• Free individual teachers’ guides online

Engaging, short novels
for adults and mature teens
• Reading levels from grade 2.0 to 6.0
• 128–168 pages each
• Accelerated Reader selections
• Lexile levels available
• Free reading guides online

Orca limelights Collection

9781459815346 • $208.95
collection of 21 paperbacks
ages 11+

Orca Soundings Collection

9781554692606 • $1014.90
collection of 102 paperbacks
ages 12+

Rapid Reads Collection

9781459815254 • $427.85
collection of 43 paperbacks

Orca Currents

Food Freak

Quiz Queens

Alex Van Tol

K.L. Denman

What do you do when the
local doomsayer is your father?

How do you know if he’s the one?

E

ver since Dani’s mother died of cancer, all her dad does
is stand around on street corners with his crazy signs,
proclaiming that processed foods mean the end of the world.
But it’s a new year, and Dani is at a new school in a different
part of town. Maybe things will be better now. Dani just needs
to keep her head down and avoid making any friends. That
way, nobody will realize her dad is the Food Freak. The plan
seems to be working until one day Dani meets a boy who
helps her see things in a different light.
Alex Van Tol is the author of thirteen books, including the
Orca Currents titles Chick: Lister and Oracle. A former middle
school teacher, Alex loves shopping at the local market and
cooking delicious meals from scratch. She lives in Victoria, British
Columbia, with her two young sons. For more information,
visit www.alexvantol.com.

ane has no interest in boys. Her mom, Sherry, has brought
home so many creeps over the years that Jane has decided
to focus on her studies. Her best friend, the boy-crazy Kiara,
is obsessed with online quizzes and convinces Jane to help
her create a questionnaire that will determine whether
muscular Liam or Omar with the cute eyes is her true soulmate. Their friendship is tested when the answers come back
with a surprising third option, the quiet and awkward Javier.
Jane fails to reveal the results, which leads to long-held resentments (and possible secret crushes) being revealed. One of
the besties will have to swallow her pride to make the first
move and try to repair the damage.

K.L. Denman has written many novels for youth, including
the Orca Currents titles Destination Human and Agent Angus.
She lives in Delta, British Columbia. For more information,
visit www.kldenman.com.

Keywords: grieving, food safety, processed foods,
environmental impact, mental health, single parenting,
protesting

Keywords: competition, teen romance, single parenting,
social media, friendship
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February 14, 2017
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marketing & promo
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advertising campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available
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Orca Currents

Bullies Rule

Jungle Jitters

Monique Polak

Lisa Dalrymple

What do you do when you
realize that YOU are the bully?

Sometimes you just have
to jump in with both feet.

D

aniel is surprised when, instead of being punished for
“pantsing” another eighth-grader, he is invited to become
an ambassador at his school’s upcoming open house. What
Daniel doesn’t realize is that he is part of a social experiment
on bullying being conducted by the local university.
He is a little nervous to learn he will be working with Jeff,
a tenth-grader with a reputation for being the biggest bully in
the school. Daniel has never thought of himself as a bully. He
just likes kidding around. But hanging out with Jeff will change
Daniel’s perspective on bullying and force him to examine his
own behavior.

Monique Polak has written many novels for youth, including
the Orca Currents titles Hate Mail and Leggings Revolt. When
not writing award-winning books, Monique Polak teaches
English and Humanities in Montreal, Quebec, where she also
works as a freelance journalist. For more information, visit
www.moniquepolak.com.

E

ven though Tate is secretly terrified of deep water, and all
the scary things that swim below, he agrees to travel with
his class up the Amazon River to help build a village school.
He has his fingers and toes crossed that he won’t see any giant
snakes or hungry piranhas.
But there are even scarier things than anacondas lurking
in the jungles of South America. Tate soon learns of the legend
of El Tunchi, a vengeful spirit that terrorizes those who harm
the rainforest. When creepy things start happening Tate is
sure the group must have angered El Tunchi. He and his friends
need to figure out a way to make amends and get out of the
jungle alive.
Lisa Dalrymple is the author of the picture books A Moose
Goes A-Mummering and Skink on the Brink, winner of the 2014
Crystal Kite Award. She lives in Fergus, Ontario, with her
husband and their three children. For more information, visit
www.lisadalrymple.com.

Keywords: pranks, high school, behavioral study, students,
school ambassador, school culture, soft-bullying

Keywords: coming of age, Amazon Rainforest, diversity,
conservation, Peru, legends, cultural tourism

February 21, 2017

March 28, 2017
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advertising campaigns
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• Digital and print ARCs
available
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Practice
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Orca Limelights
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Dance

He Who Dreams

Music

Melanie Florence
The sound of drumbeats changes everything.

J
Circus
Magic

uggling soccer, school, friends and family leaves John with
little time for anything else. But one day at the local
community center, following the sound of drums, he discovers
an Indigenous dance class. Soon John finds himself stumbling
through beginner classes, skipping soccer practice and letting
his other responsibilities slide. When he attends a pow wow
and witnesses a powerful performance, he realizes that he
wants to be a dancer more than anything. But he still hasn’t
told his family or friends about his new passion. If he wants
to dance, he will have to stop hiding. Despite the mocking of
his teammates and the hostility of the boys in his dance class,
John must find a way to balance and embrace both the Irish
and Cree sides of his heritage.

Melanie Florence is of Cree and Scottish descent. She is
the author of the award-winning Righting Canada’s Wrongs:
Residential Schools and Missing Nimama. Melanie lives in
Toronto, Ontario, with her family. For more information, visit
www.melanieflorence.com.

“Readers will be treated to lots of action while gaining
insight into the world of teenaged performers with
big dreams…They are short, fast-paced and well
executed—a strong effort from Orca, and worth
recommending to reluctant or struggling readers
looking for a more contemporary read.”
— Canadian Children’s Book News

www.orcalimelights.com

Keywords: Indigenous, Métis, men’s fancy dance, bi-racial,
friendship, identity, racism
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Orca Limelights

Strings Attached

Show Mode

Diane Dakers

Raquel Rivera

Is being successful worth losing a friend?

Life isn’t perfect, but your outfit can be.

B

rielle and Tawni have played cello side by side in
orchestras. But when Tawni is injured, Brielle suddenly
finds herself principal cellist. Not only does that mean she’ll
be thrust into the spotlight, but she is now leader of the
cello section. Brielle is terrified. Is she good enough? Will the
other musicians accept her? What if she screws up?
Despite her fears, Brielle rises to the occasion. Her cello
skills, and her leadership skills, improve as she grows into her
new role. But just as Brielle is beginning to feel confident,
Tawni returns. And she wants her job back. If Brielle steps
down now, she’ll lose her place in the spotlight. If she doesn’t,
her friendship could be in jeopardy.

Diane Dakers played cello for eight years, until her high
school strings program was canceled. She has written
many books for young readers, including the Orca titles
Bad Business and Homecoming. For more information, visit
www.dianedakers.com.

A

ina has always wanted to be a part of the annual showcase
d
at her school for the arts. She knows her group’s act could
be perfect. They’ve got great music, gorgeous costumes and
wicked dance moves. But Willow is being her usual flaky self,
and Sandra’s getting touchy. Maybe even a bit mean. Luckily,
Seth is steady and reliable. Their biggest competition are the
annoyingly perfect Prima Donnas, who are doing everything
they can to undermine Adina and her friends.
Adina is used to working hard at everything she does,
including her violin, art, drama and singing classes. But her
friends are getting sick of her ordering them around. They
just don’t get what a huge deal this is. When one of the Prima
Donnas gets injured during their audition, minutes after
Sandra storms off in a huff, the two groups realize that in
order to succeed, they may have to work together.

Keywords: competition, strings, orchestra, friendship, loyalty

Raquel Rivera is the author of four books for children,
including Orphan Ahwak. She lives in Montreal with her family.
For more information, visit www.raquelriverawashere.com.
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Orca Soundings

Desert Slam

In Plain Sight

Steven Barwin

Laura Langston

There’s no such thing as coincidence.

Does dna determine your destiny?

S

ixteen-year-old Maya travels to Palm Springs to visit her
grandparents, soak up the sun and play some tennis. But
on the way back from a tennis match they get into a fender
bender. The other driver suggests not involving the police or
insurance companies. That seems odd to Maya, especially since
the passenger of the other vehicle is visibly pregnant. But her
grandfather is worried about repercussions and agrees to the
deal. Later, Maya and her new friend Ruby discover that similar
incidents have happened to others in her grandparents’ gated
community. They start to investigate, and when they spot the
woman from the crash working in a clothing store, and clearly
not pregnant, they know they are onto something.
Steven Barwin is the author of a number of sport-themed
books, including Orca Sports titles Hardball and Hurricane
Heat. He lives in Toronto with his family. For more information,
visit www.stevenbarwin.com.

fter

the protest she organized on the Las Vegas Strip
takes an unexpected turn, fifteen-year-old Megan “Cause
Queen” Caliente is wishing she could disappear. When
her mother comes to pick her up at the police station,
Megan learns that her whole life has been a lie. Her father
is a convicted terrorist, responsible for the deaths of more
than 200 people, and her mother has been living under an
assumed name for 15 years. After her mom is arrested, cruel
accusations and gossip, as well as persistent reporters, follow
her everywhere. Worried that she is destined to follow in
her father’s footsteps, Megan, with the help of the charismatic
Matt Mendez, the only person at school who hasn’t turned on
her, decides to track down the father she thought was dead
and get some answers.

Keywords: insurance scams, young drivers, tennis, snowbirds,
California, spring break

Laura Langston is the award-winning author of twenty
books for young people, including the Orca Limelights titles
Hot New Thing and Stepping Out. Laura lives in Victoria, British
Columbia. For more information, visit www.lauralangston.com.
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Keywords: terrorism, secrets, racism, protesting, false identity, bullying, estranged father
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Orca Soundings

Pinch Me

Identify

Gabrielle Prendergast

Lesley Choyce

Living the dream is not all it’s cracked up to be.

A

fter
 another night of girls, music and booze, seventeenyear-old pop star Darius Zaire falls out of bed and lands
on the cruddy floor of his old bedroom. No mansion, no
luxury cars, no platinum records. Now he’s just ordinary
Darren Zegers. Some kind of nightmare has erased everything
that happened to change Darren the dweeb into Darius the
multimillionaire.
Now Darius has to face an ordinary day in the twelfth
grade, suffering through remedial English and wondering
what happened to the last three years, let alone all his fans
and money. He desperately wants to return to his old life, but
he is starting to worry that maybe this is reality, and it was his
other life that was the dream.
Gabrielle Prendergast has written a number of books for
young people, including Audacious, Capricious and Pandas on the
Eastside. She lives in Vancouver, with her husband and daughter.
For more information, visit www.angelhorn.com.
Keywords: stardom, fame, identity, learning disabilities,
loyalty, addiction
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Sometimes it takes courage
to be who you really are.

E

than is an anxiety-ridden loner who relies on medication
to get through his day. During one of his fairly frequent
panic attacks, a girl from school named Gabriella comes to his
rescue. Gabe, as she prefers to be known, is facing her own
inner turmoil. The more pressure she faces to act and dress
“like a girl,” the more she wonders just who she really is.
When he learns that Gabe is being constantly harassed at
school, Ethan discovers he is able to overcome his own fears
in order to stand up for his new friend. Then the threats begin
to escalate. Ethan confronts the person responsible, but then
he is questioned by police, accused of assault. With a dose of
courage and a surprising ally, the two friends come up with a
plan to set things right and end up discovering who they are
along the way.
Lesley Choyce has written dozens of award-winning books,
including Orca Soundings titles Scam and Off the Grid. For
more information, visit www.lesleychoyce.com.
Keywords: gender identity, sexuality, anxiety, drug use,
mental health
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Deadpoint

also by
nikki tate

Nikki Tate

Fear is not an option.

A

Venom
9781554690718 $9.95 pb
9781554690725 pdf
9781554697717 epub
ages 10+

·

yla
 loves climbing. But she prefers to climb indoors, with all her safety harnesses in place
and soft mats to land on. Her climbing partner and best friend, Lissy, is much more
adventurous and loves the outdoors. When Lissy starts hanging out with Carlos, the new thrillseeking guy in town, Ayla wants to keep an eye on her friend and finds herself tagging along on
a weekend climbing trip up Black Dog Mountain. But things go very wrong when Lissy and her
dad, the only adult in the group, are badly injured high on the side of the mountain. Suddenly
the risks of climbing become very real. Ayla and Carlos need to figure out how to get help, and
every decision they make could have catastrophic consequences.
Nikki Tate lives on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, but spends as much time traveling
as she does at home. The author of nearly thirty books, Nikki loves the fact that she can take
her laptop with her when she’s off exploring the world and looking for cool places to climb.
For more information, visit www.nikkitate.com.
Keywords: rock-climbing, accidents, bravery, teamwork, mountains, family

Razor’s Edge
9781554691678 $9.95 pb
9781554691685 pdf
9781554695232 epub
ages 10+

·

50

www.orcabook.com

Retribution

Retribution
Terminate

from authors
Sigmund Brouwer
Natasha Deen
Judith Graves

“Those who enjoy
gritty realistic fiction
will find these books
gripping. recommended.”
—s
chool library connection

A talented forger, a car thief who will scale any
height and a boxer with a secret life…all seeking
revenge on the adults who wronged them.
Each of these teen rebels has a specialized
skill and the motivation for retaliation, but
they cannot succeed alone. Reluctantly
agreeing to become a team is the first step in
their hunt for RETRIBUTION.
The next three books in the Retribution series
are coming! Terminate by Natasha Deen will
be released in April 2017 and Judith Grave's
Infiltrate in October 2017. Sigmund Brouwer's
Escalate will be released in Spring 2018.

Natasha Deen
It’s a fight to the death.

J

osie’s friend Amanda is missing. But because she’s a
runaway with a history of drug use and other risky
behavior, no one seems to care. Then a young man whose
friend is also missing asks Josie for help. That’s when she
learns that she, along with the other teens who helped bring
down the cop responsible for the death of Josie’s entire
family, is becoming known on the street as a person who
makes sure justice is done.
When the battered bodies of homeless teens start
filling the city’s morgue, Josie and Team Retribution suspect a
connection to the missing teens and begin investigating. They
discover an underground fight club where at-risk youth are
being forced to fight and even kill each other for sport.

Natasha Deen’s books include Burned from Orca’s
Retribution series, Sleight of Hand and Across the Floor.
She lives in Edmonton, Alberta, with her family. For more
information, visit www.natashadeen.com.
Keywords: social justice, underground fighting, vigilantism,
independence, poverty, female main character

April 18, 2017

9781459814622
$9.95 pb
4.25 x 7 144 pages
9781459814639 pdf
9781459814646 epub
ages 12+ rl 4.2

·

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

marketing & promo
• Print and online
advertising campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences
• Digital and print ARCs
available

www.retributiontheseries.com
www.orcabook.com
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PathFinders
marketing & promo
• National and regional
advertising campaigns
(print/online)
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences

January 2017
9781939053152
$9.95 pb
4.5 x 7 120 pages
ages 12–16

·

7th generation

Danny Blackgoat,
Dangerous Passage

also available

Tim Tingle

Navajo teenager Danny Blackgoat—horse thief or hero?
Danny Blackgoat, Rugged
Road to Freedom
9781939053053 $9.95
ages 12–16

·

D

uring the Civil War, the United States Army imprisoned thousands of Navajos in unsafe
conditions at Fort Sumner. Through the eyes of teenager Danny Blackgoat, we experience
their struggle to survive. In this third Danny Blackgoat novel, which completes the saga, the
major characters appear in a final scene of reckoning. Jim Davis, a rebel Civil War prisoner and
Danny’s friend, is arrested for horse theft, and Danny must choose between helping his friend or
remaining free. Only the word of a Navajo woman can save them both, but will she arrive at Fort
Sumner before the bugles sound and the hanging begins?

Choctaw author Tim Tingle is a four-time winner of the American Indian Youth Literature
Award. Tim turns historical events into adventure novels featuring young Indian heroes struggling
to survive. He has traveled to Navajo country every year since 1993, and the Danny Blackgoat
series emerged from his travels through the mountains and canyons of New Mexico and Arizona.
For more information, visit www.timtingle.com.
Keywords: overcoming adversity, racism, young Indian hero

Danny Blackgoat, Navajo
Prisoner
9781939053039 $9.95
ages 12–16

·
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Rapid Reads…

Rapid Reads

For People
On The Go
Quick, engaging stories by
bestselling authors.

Blood and Belonging
A Ray Robertson Mystery
Vicki Delany
Once a cop, always a cop.

R

cmp
 Sergeant Ray Robertson is in the Turks and Caicos
Islands, on two weeks of leave from his job training police
in Haiti with the un. On an early-morning jog he discovers a
dead man in the surf. Compelled to follow the dead man’s trail
Ray finds himself plunged into the world of human trafficking
and the problems of a tiny country struggling to cope with a
desperate wave washing up on its shores.
This timely story is the third in the Sergeant Ray
Robertson series.

Escape on a quick adventure
with authors like Gail Bowen, Reed Farrel Coleman,
Richard Wagamese, Gail Anderson-Dargatz,
Melodie Campbell, William Kowalski,
Linda L. Richards, Vicki Delany and many more.

“Memorable main characters and tightly woven plots
that grab and hold the reader’s interest…Perfect for
mature reluctant readers, esl learners, or anyone
who enjoys a good story.” —VOYA

Also available as ebooks

www.rapid-reads.com

Vicki Delany is one of Canada’s most prolific and varied crime
writers. The first book in her Sergeant Ray Robertson series for
Rapid Reads, Juba Good, was nominated for a Derringer Award,
an Arthur Ellis Award and the Ontario Library Association’s
Golden Oak Award. She is the author of more than twenty
published crime novels. For more information, visit
www.vickidelany.com.
Keywords: murder, the United Nations, human smuggling,
immigration, Caribbean

April 11, 2017
9781459812840
$9.95 pb
4.75 x 7.25 144 pages
9781459812857 pdf
9781459812864 epub
adult fiction rl 2.5

·

·

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national
and regional school,
library and trade
conferences
www.orcabook.com
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Rapid Reads
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Extensive ARC distribution,
including LibraryThing Early
Reviewers and Goodreads
• Focused attention on
mystery-review community
• Blog and social media
promotion
• Sample chapters, reading
guides and special
promotions at
www.rapid-reads.com

February 14, 2017
9781459814134
$9.95 pb
4.75 x 7.25 144 pages
9781459814141 pdf
9781459814158 epub
adult fiction rl 3.0

·

·

The Bootlegger’s Goddaughter

world rights available

A Gina Gallo Mystery

(ex – North America)

Melodie Campbell

also by
melodie campbell

Do mobsters ever retire?

A
The Goddaughter Caper
9781459810532 $9.95 pb
9781459810549 pdf
9781459810556 epub

·

adult fiction

The Artful Goddaughter
9781459808195 $9.95 pb
9781459808201 pdf
9781459808218 epub

·

adult fiction
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s Gina gets ready for her Christmas wedding, all is quiet in Steeltown. Then she’s robbed,
 cousin Jimmy has a heart attack, and someone in the city has hijacked a transport truck full
of booze. But who? And why? Gina knows bootlegging used to be a family business, but they
stopped that in the thirties. Didn’t they?
Gina and Nico work feverishly to keep the latest bungled family matter under wraps, but the
police are closing in. And, once again, everything points to the Holy Cannoli Retirement Home.
The Bootlegger’s Goddaughter is the fifth book in the Gina Gallo Mystery series.

Melodie Campbell got her start writing stand-up. The Toronto Sun called Campbell Canada’s
“Queen of Comedy.” Library Journal compared her to Janet Evanovich. She has also been a
bank manager, college instructor, association executive, comedy writer and possibly the worst
runway model ever. Melodie has won the Derringer, the Arthur Ellis and eight other awards
for fiction. She has over two hundred publication credits, including forty short stories and ten novels.
Last year, she made the Amazon Top 50 bestseller list, sandwiched between Tom Clancy and
Nora Roberts. Melodie lives in Oakville, Ontario, where she is hopelessly addicted to fast
cars. She is married with two kids and a giant Frankenpoodle. For more information, visit
www.melodiecampbell.com.
Keywords: murder, the mob, organized crime, reluctant sleuth, hijinks, moonshine, retirement
home

Rapid Reads
marketing & promo
• Print and online advertising
campaigns
• Promotion at national and
regional school, library and
trade conferences
• Extensive ARC distribution,
including LibraryThing Early
Reviewers and Goodreads
• Focused attention on
mystery-review community
• Blog and social media
promotion
• Sample chapters, reading
guides and special
promotions at
www.rapid-reads.com

March 21, 2017
9781459812406
$9.95 pb
4.75 x 7.25 168 pages
9781459812413 pdf
9781459812420 epub
adult fiction rl 4.8

·

The Black Tortoise
A Peter Strand Mystery

·

world rights available
(ex – North America)

Ronald Tierney

Follow the money.

P

eter Strand is half Chinese and half Cherokee and was adopted by an elderly white couple
from Phoenix. Now he’s a forensic accountant in San Francisco, where he’s struggling with
his identity.
When his employer asks him to investigate a San Francisco-based nonprofit organization,
Strand meets a cast of quirky characters who all seem to be hiding a secret. Peter soon
finds evidence of a probable fraud, but when fraud leads to murder, he’s drawn deeper into
a murky mystery.
The Black Tortoise is the second book in the Peter Strand Mystery series.

After years as a writer, newspaper editor and communications director, Ronald Tierney began
writing mysteries in the late 1980s. The Stone Veil introduced semi-retired, Indianapolis-based
private investigator “Deets” Shanahan. The book was a finalist in St. Martin’s Press’s Best First
Private Eye Novel competition. It was also nominated for the Private Eye Writers of America
Shamus Award for Best First Novel. Tierney lives in Palm Springs, California. He is a member
of the Authors Guild, Mystery Writers of America and the Private Eye Writers of America.
Tierney’s novels have been published by the uk’s Severn House, St. Martin’s Press, Orca Book
Publishers and Dutton (Penguin Group). For more information, visit www.ronaldtierney.com.

also by
ronald tierney

The Blue Dragon
9781459809048 $9.95 pb
9781459809055 pdf
9781459809062 epub

·

adult fiction

Keywords: financial investigation, Chinese American, Native American, bi-racial, identity,
crime fiction
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Polestar Calendars

The Original
Student Calendar
2017-2018

2018 Polestar Family
Calendar

T

his award-winning back-to-school bestseller helps
students get organized and stay organized. Developed
especially for university, college and high-school students.

he essential family organizer! This award-winning calendar
has proven indispensable for many thousands of busy
families, helping them to organize, coordinate and simplify
their lives. It provides a flexible, spacious format for recording
the entire family’s daily activities.

Features include:

Features include:

• Twelve-month budget/expense pages
• A unique, easy-to-use student time-management system
• Week-at-a-glance format—lots of room to write in each
day
• Term timetables, monthly planners, test and essay results
• Space for writing phone numbers, addresses, plus Goals,
Dreams and Accomplishments page
• Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled text
paper, FSC certified.

• Three-part daily planning guide
• Ample space for To Do and To Buy lists, family profiles,
items loaned and borrowed and more
• Month-at-a-glance pages and yearly planning calendars
• Handy 43-page reference and notes section
• Great weekly quotes!
• Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled text
paper, FSC certified.

T

• Over 1 million copies sold!
“Thank you so much for creating a planner for people like me
who struggle with time management—I absolutely love it!”
—Corissa W., via email

“The best family calendar ever!” —Kim M., Seattle, WA
Keywords: calendars, agendas

Keywords: calendars, agendas

June 2017

9781551861036
$11.95 coil
6 x 9 168 pages

·

polestar
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marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns

June 2017

9781551861043
$16.95 coil
8 x 10 168 pages

·

polestar

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns

Polestar Calendars

2018 Polestar
Planner

2018 Polestar
Business Agenda

A

C

reative time-management for our working lives. The
Polestar Business Agenda is designed to organize all aspects
of your life with its open, uncluttered format.

personal organizer at a great price! This planner will
keep you organized and on track, all in a handy portable
format.

Features include:

Features include:

• Weekly page spreads with lots of room to write
• Unique three-part time-management system
• Reference pages include monthly expense pages and Note
and address pages
• Great weekly quotes
• Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled text
paper, FSC certified.

•
•
•
•
•
•

“I love this agenda—I’ve never found anything to top it.
I look forward to it every year.”
—Linda S., Grand Junction, CO

“I am loving all the thought put into this planner—it is as if
the creators actually use it and know what works for life!”
—Roxane I., via email

Keywords: calendars, agendas

Keywords: calendars, agendas

June 2017

9781551861050
$19.95 coil
8 x 10 176 pages

·

polestar

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns

Three-part open, flexible, daily format
Monthly double-spread planning pages
Great weekly quotes
Large note section
2018 and 2019 Planning Calendars
Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled text
paper, FSC certified.

June 2017

9781551861067
$13.95 coil
6 x 9 160 pages

·

polestar

marketing & promo
• National and regional
publicity and advertising
campaigns
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Order Form

Order online at www.orcabook.com or FAX to 1-877-408-1551
Ship to:

PO#:
Date:

Bill to:

Fax:
Phone:

Quantity Title
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Price

Quantity Title

Price

Abigail's Wish (page 15)

$22.95 hc

Food Freak (page 44)

$9.95 pb

An African Alphabet (page 2)

$9.95 bb

Adele's Garden (page 35)

$12.95 pb

Alligator, Bear, Crab (page 11)

$6.95 pb

The Griffin of Darkwood (page 25)

$10.95 pb

Are You Seeing Me? (page 31)

$14.95 pb

Hand Over Hand (page 13)

$16.95 hc

The Bermuda Shipwreck (page 23)

$12.95 pb

A Harbour Seal in Halifax (page 15)

$22.95 hc

Birthdays (page 11)

$24.95 hc

He Who Dreams (page 46)

$9.95 pb

The Black Tortoise (page 55)

$9.95 pb

Identify (page 49)

$9.95 pb

Black Water Rising (page 34)

$17.95 pb

In Plain Sight (page 48)

$9.95 pb

Blood and Belonging (page 53)

$9.95 pb

Jungle Jitters (page 45)

$9.95 pb

Blood on the Beach (page 30)

$14.95 pb

Justine McKeen, Thermostat… (page 19)

$6.95 hc

Boonoonoonous Hair (page 17)

$17.95 hc

Kings of the Court (page 21)

$9.95 pb

The Bootlegger's… (page 54)

$9.95 pb

Let's Eat (page 38)

$19.95 hc

Breaking Faith (page 32)

$12.95 pb

L'nuk (page 26)

$17.95 pb

Bullies Rule (page 45)

$9.95 pb

A Month of Mondays (page 24)

$10.95 pb

Capricious (page 31)

$14.95 pb

Mooncakes (page 9)

$10.95 pb

Cure for Wereduck (page 24)

$12.95 pb

More Blueberries! (page 12)

$6.95 pb

Danny Blackgoat…(page 52)

$9.95 pb

More Than Balloons (page 3)

$9.95 bb

Dancing in the Rain (page 41)

$14.95 pb

The Most Dangerous Thing (page 28)

$14.95 pb

A Dark Truth (page 63)

$9.95 pb

On My Bike (page 16)

$12.95 hc

The Darkhouse (page 35)

$14.95 pb

On My Skis (page 16)

$12.95 hc

Deadpoint (page 50)

$9.95 pb

The Pain Eater (page 32)

$12.95 pb

Death Drop (page 59)

$9.95 pb

Pinch Me (page 49)

$9.95 pb

Desert Slam (page 48)

$9.95 pb

Quiz Queens (page 44)

$9.95 pb

Dominion (page 22)

$19.95 hc

Saying Goodbye to London (page 33)

$12.95 pb

Down To Earth (page 39)

$12.95 pb

Sea Otter Pup (page 10)

$6.95 pb

Drawn Away (page 27)

$19.95 hc

Show Mode (page 47)

$9.95 pb

Fire Starters (page 36)

$18.95 pb

Shu-Li and the Magic Pear (page 23)

$8.95 pb

www.orcabook.com

Order Form

Order online at www.orcabook.com or FAX to 1-877-408-1551
Ship to:

PO#:
Date:

Bill to:

Fax:
Phone:

Quantity Title

Price

The Snow Knows (page 14)

$22.95 hc

Stay (page 25)

$9.95 pb

Strings Attached (page 47)

$9.95 pb

Subject to Change (page 29)

$14.95 pb

Tank & Fizz: …Missing Mage (page 20)

$9.95 pb

Terminate (page 51)

$9.95 pb

Uncle Wally's Old Brown Shoe (page 9)

$10.95 pb

Undiscovered Country (page 33)

$12.95 pb

Waiting for the Whales (page 8)

$10.95 pb

Whale Child (page 14)

$19.95 hc

When Morning Comes (page 34)

$10.95 pb

When Morning Comes (page 34)

$18.95 hc

When We Were Alone (page 17)

$18.95 hc

Where Will I Live? (page 13)

$19.95 hc

Why Do Families Change? (page 6)

$19.95 hc

Wild Cards (page 18)

$6.95 pb

Will I See (page 36)

$18.95 pb

Wolf Island (page 5)

$19.95 hc

You Can Read (page 4)

$19.95 hc

2018 Polestar Business… (page 57)

$19.95 coil

2018 Polestar Family… (page 56)

$16.95 coil

2018 Polestar Planner (page 57)

$13.95 coil

The Original Student … (page 56)

$11.95 coil

Order
Online

Visit www.orcabook.com for all of these new titles and
thousands of backlist titles. Or call 1-800-210-5277 and
place your order over the phone.

Also find extensive educator resources at
www.orcabook.com. Teachers’ guides? You bet.
Classroom projects? Check. Help on running Literature
Circles or Readers’ Theater? Got it. And more.

Reaching More Readers

www.orcabook.com
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PRIDE DAY LOOKS
LIKE A PARTY—BUT IT
BEGAN WITH A RIOT
For lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
people around the world, Pride is both
protest and celebration. It’s about embracing
diversity. It’s about fighting for freedom
and equality. It’s about history, and it’s
about the future. It’s about all of us.
Ages 9+
9781459809932 pb with flaps • $24.95
9781459809956 epub • 9781459809949 pdf

“A fantastic achievement.”
—CM Magazine
“Timely...Using Pride as a way to talk about LGBTQ
gives the information a new slant.”
—Kirkus Reviews

www.pridethebook.com

Terms & United States Retail Sales Representatives
Terms:

Discounts:

Returns:

• Net 30 days from invoice date
• Interest charged at 1.5% per month on
overdue accounts
• Short shipments, damaged books must be
reported within 30 days to receive credit
• All prices subject to change without notice
• All shipments F.O.B. our warehouse
• Accounts are payable by check, Visa, and
MasterCard

Retail:

For damaged books or books received in error,
please call 1-800-210-5277 for permission to
return. Returns may be made without prior
authorization not before 3 months or after 12
months from invoice date. All returns must be
received in mint, resaleable condition. Books
ineligible for credit may be returned at the
customer’s expense. To receive full credit, return
shipment must include an accurate packing slip
detailing: invoice numbers and dates, ISBN and
list price of titles, discounts and quantities of
each title returned. Books returned without
sufficient information will be credited at 50% of
retail price. Returns are for credit only. Clearly
mark “Returns” on the outside of the box.

Toll-Free Phone:
1-800-210-5277
Toll-Free Fax:
1-877-408-1551
Email:
orders@orcabook.com
Order online and view a
complete list of titles at

45% returnable
50% non-returnable
Library/Educational:
Please call 1-800-210-5277 for details.
Wholesale:
Please call 1-800-210-5277 for details.
Polestar Calendar Discounts:
50% returnable
55% non-returnable
Returns of 2016 Polestar calendars must be
made by February 1, 2017, to receive credit.
Please call or email regarding our co-op
policy, extra discounts for single-title quantities
and in-store promotions. Reading copies available
for all titles. Requests to be made directly to
Orca Book Publishers via phone, fax or email.

Returns via USPS:
Orca Book Publishers
PO Box 468
Custer WA 98240-0468

www.orcabook.com
United States Retail Sales
Representatives:
South/Southeast (TX, OK, LA, AR, MS,
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Bill McClung & Associates
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Midwest (ND, SD, MN, WI, NE, IA, IL,
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Blue4Books
Nicholas Booth
218 W Vine St
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fax: 312-624-7927
nicholas@blue4books.com
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Foreign Rights:
Transatlantic Literary Agency
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In the Great Bear
Rainforest, a lone wolf
swims to a tiny island in
search of a new life.

Wolf Island
Ian McAllister and Nicholas Read
978-1-4598-1264-2 • $19.95 hardcover
8.75 x 10.75 • 32 pages
Ages 5 to 8

Coming March 14, 2017
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Toll-free: 1-800-210-5277
Fax: 1-877-408-1551
Email: orca@orcabook.com

Find u s online!

the orca blog
orcabook.com/blog

